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This special feature highlights the
dynamic engagements at the United
Nations Headquarters, showcasing the
meaningful participation and
contributions of Mr. Neeraj Kumar Singh
in global discussions, policy dialogues,
and collaborative initiatives aimed at
addressing key international challenges
and advancing sustainable
development.
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yd PREFACE

This magazine chronicles an inspiring journey of leadership, learning, and global engagement
through the experiences of Niraj Kumar Singh at the Headquarters of the United Nations in New
York. It reflects a path shaped by a steadfast commitment to education, youth empowerment,
social justice, and sustainable development. Over the years, his work has bridged local realities
with global aspirations, demonstrating how dedicated leadership and meaningful community
engagement can contribute to transformative social change. His participation in high-level
international conferences, policy dialogues, and multilateral discussions represents not only
personal achievement but also a broader commitment to advancing the values embodied in the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Through these experiences, he has
actively engaged with policymakers, diplomats, academics, development practitioners, and
youth leaders from across the world, fostering dialogue on some of the most pressing global
challenges and opportunities.

Rooted in extensive experience across educational institutions, government agencies, nonprofit
organizations, and international academic collaborations, Niraj Kumar Singh's professional
journey reflects a multidisciplinary approach to leadership and public service. His work spans
the fields of educational equity, youth development, community engagement, social inclusion,
public policy, and international cooperation. At the United Nations Headquarters, he contributed
to discussions on issues ranging from quality education and youth participation to human
rights, social protection, innovation, and sustainable development. Each event, meeting, and
collaborative engagement documented in this publication illustrates the importance of collective
action, cross-cultural understanding, and evidence-based policymaking in addressing complex
global issues. The photographs and narratives featured throughout this magazine capture
moments of dialogue, partnership, learning, and shared vision, highlighting the significance of
international collaboration in creating lasting social impact.

More than a visual record of participation in prestigious global forums, this magazine serves as a
testament to the enduring values of leadership, service, and lifelong learning. It celebrates the
opportunities created through international engagement while emphasizing the responsibility
of emerging leaders to translate global knowledge into meaningful local action. Every page
reflects the belief that positive change begins with individuals who are willing to learn,
collaborate, and advocate for a more inclusive and equitable future. It is hoped that this
publication will inspire students, researchers, educators, policymakers, and young
changemakers to embrace global citizenship, pursue excellence with purpose, and contribute
actively to building peaceful, resilient, and sustainable communities. As a collection of
memorable experiences and significant milestones at the United Nations Headquarters, this
magazine stands as both a celebration of achievement and an invitation for future generations to
engage confidently with the world and become catalysts for positive transformation.
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UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS

The headquarters of the United Nations
1s located in Midtown Manhattan, New
York City, and serves as the center for
global diplomacy and international
cooperation. Established in 1952, the
complex houses major UN bodies such
as the General Assembly and the
Security Council, where representatives
from member nations discuss issues
related to peace, development, and
human rights.

Known as a symbol of unity

among nations, the UN

Headquarters hosts

important international

conferences, meetings, and

policy discussions

S e throughout the year
Although situated in the
United States, the
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EMPOWERING VOICES

Serving as a delegate at the first-ever
Youth Event convened by the Chair of the
UNGA Third Committee at the United
Nations Headquarters marked a historic
and deeply meaningful experience.
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Held on October 10, 2025, in Conference Room 1, the event
brought together youth leaders, diplomats, and civil society
representatives from across the globe to deliberate on
pressing issues such as education, inclusion, social
development, and human rights.
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YOUTH EVENT

CONVENED BY THE CHAIR OF THE

UNGA THIRD
COMMITTEE

SHAPING GLOBAL DIALOGUE AT
THE UNGA THIRD COMMITTEE

The Youth Event titled “Building Solutions Together
for an Inclusive Future” was held on October 10,
2025, at the United Nations Headquarters in New
York during the 80th Session of the UN General
Assembly. Convened by the Chair of the UNGA
Third Committee, the event brought together global
youth leaders, diplomats, and UN officials to
deliberate on key issues related to social development
and the implementation of the Pact for the Future.

The discussions emphasized the evolving role of youth
as active contributors in global transformation,
highlighting the importance of intergenerational
dialogue and collaboration. With a strong focus on
inclusion and sustainability, the event reinforced the
idea that young people are central to shaping policies
and building a more equitable and forward-looking
global society.

EVENT OVERVIEW

The event provided an important platform for meaningful engagement
between youth leaders and global policymakers, focusing on social
development and inclusive governance. It pointed out the necessity to
recognize young people as active contributors in shaping policies and
driving sustainable change. Through discussions on multilateral
cooperation and the Pact for the Future, the session emphasized
collective responsibility in addressing global challenges. Overall, the
gathering reinforced the significance of youth participation in building a
more inclusive and equitable world.




BUILDING SOLUTIONS TOGETHER
FROM DREAMS TO GLOBAL DIALOGUE

The Youth Event convened by the Chair of the UNGA Third Committee brought
together global youth leaders, diplomats, and policymakers to engage in
meaningful dialogue on inclusion, education, and social development. The
session emphasized the critical role of young people in shaping global priorities
and addressing pressing challenges such as inequality, digital access, and social
justice.

Amid these discussions, the experience reflected a powerful journey from
humble beginnings in rural Bihar to participation at one of the world’s most
prestigious platforms. Early experiences of limited resources but strong
aspirations laid the foundation for a deep commitment to education and
community empowerment. These formative moments continue to inspire efforts
toward making learning accessible and inclusive for all.

YOUTH FOR INCLUSION

Participation in the Youth Event at the
United Nations Headquarters marked a
significant moment of reflection and
achievement, bringing together global
leaders and young voices to discuss
inclusion, education, and social
progress. The experience symbolized a
journey from humble beginnings in
rural Bihar to engaging in international
dialogue, highlighting the
transformative power of education and
fi opportunity. It reinforced the belief that
& / youth.are viFaI contribuFors to shaping a
— ,—{;, i more inclusive and equitable world.
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Eradicating
Poverty

ppering
Foriicy

The International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty was
observed on October 17, 2025,
at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York,
bringing together global
delegates, community
activists, diplomats, and UN
leaders. Centered on the
theme “Ensuring Respect and
Effective Support for Families,
the event highlighted the
crucial role of families in
achieving sustainable
development and addressing
multidimensional poverty.
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The discussions emphasized the
importance of inclusive policies and
grassroots perspectives in advancing
the Sustainable Development Goals,
particularly poverty eradication,
education, healthcare, and social
inclusion. Organized by ATD Fourth
World, the NGO Committee on Social
Development, and UNDESA, the event
fostered meaningful dialogue on
strengthening global partnerships and
ensuring that no one is left behind.

Words of Impact

“True progress begins when
we listen to the voices of
families and ensure that every
individual has the dignity,
support, and opportunity to
thrive.”
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A Journey of
Purpose and
Progress

The event further highlighted the
interconnectedness of the
Sustainable Development Goals,
particularly the role of education,
social protection, and economic
opportunities in uplifting vulnerable
communities. Through meaningful
exchanges and collaborative
dialogue, the program reinforced the
need for collective global action,
strengthening the commitment to
building a more inclusive and
equitable future for all.

PATHWAYS TO AN
EQUITABLE FUTURE
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Youth Leadership
on the Global Stage

ADVANCING PEACE, POLICYAND PARTICIPATION

Serving as a Youth Delegate at the
United Nations Headquarters in New
York for the third time marked a
significant milestone in global
engagement and leadership. The High-
Level Stocktaking Event,
commemorating the 10th Anniversary
of the UN Security Council Resolution,

brought together diplomats, gl ' |

policymakers, UN officials, and youth ‘ ;r e
leaders to reflect on progress and future y %f# ,,’*IQ
directions in peace and security

initiatives.

YOUTH AT THE UN

Youth Leadership::
Emphasizing the active
role of young people in

global decision-making.

Global Dialogue:
Engaging with
diplomats, policymakers,
and UN officials on key
issues.

Sustainable Impact: Promoting
peace, education, and inclusive
development through collective
action.

Organized by the UN Youth Office and the
United Nations Foundation for Adolescents
(UNFA), the program provided a dynamic
platform for dialogue and collaboration.
Discussions emphasized the importance of
youth leadership, quality education, and
inclusive policymaking in addressing global
challenges. The experience reinforced a strong
commitment to evidence-based advocacy and
the role of youth as key contributors to
sustainable development and global peace. 007
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WOMEN'S
EMPOWERMENT

Attending the 70th Session of the
Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW70) at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York marks an
important opportunity to engage in
global dialogue on gender equality
and women’s empowerment.

Advancing Gender Equality at the UN

The session brings together world leaders, The program emphasizes the importance of
policymakers, youth advocates, and civil society  collaborative action and policy innovation in
representatives to address key challenges and advancing the rights of women and girls
promote inclusive development.The session worldwide. It highlights the critical role of
brings together world leaders, policymakers, youth leadership in driving change and
youth advocates, and civil society strengthening inclusive, rights-based
representatives to address key challenges and approaches at both national and

promote inclusive development. international levels.
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INSIGHTS FROM
CSW70

The session further emphasized the importance
of accountability and inclusive participation in

achieving gender equality goals. Delegates
highlighted the need for stronger institutional
frameworks, increased investment in social
protection systems, and the active inclusion of
women and youth in leadership roles. The
conversations reflected a shared global
commitment to ensuring that policies are not
only designed inclusively but also implemented
effectively at all levels.

MARCH 10, 2026

A key takeaway from the discussions
was the recognition of education as a
transformative tool in empowering
women and marginalized
communities. Emphasis was placed on
expanding access to quality education,
promoting digital inclusion, and
fostering leadership opportunities that
enable individuals to actively
participate in social and economic
development. These priorities align
closely with the broader vision of
sustainable and equitable progress.
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TAKEAWAYS

Engaging in such a global
platform reinforced the
importance of collaboration,
knowledge exchange, and
continuous advocacy in
development practice. The
experience highlighted that
sustainable change is driven
by collective efforts that
integrate local insights with
global strategies, ultimately
contributing to a more
inclusive, just, and resilient
world.
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#CSW70...

WOMEN-LED
DEVELOPMENT IN ACTION

Strengthening Global Partnerships XK
through South-South Cooperation

Attending the commemorative event on “Women-led Development and
South-South Cooperation: Success Stories from the IBSA Fund” at the
United Nations Headquarters highlighted the transformative impact of
collaborative efforts across the Global South. Organized by the Permanent
Missionsof ‘India, Brazil, and South Africa, the program brought forward
inspiring-examples of how women-led initiatives are driving inclusive
growth, institutional strength, and sustainable development.

5




Ending FGM
A Call for Action

Attending the high-level side event on “Accelerating the Path to Protection:
Ending Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)” at the United Nations Headquarters
highlighted the urgent need for coordinated global efforts. Hosted by the

Permanent Mission of Liberia, the session brought together policymakers,
experts, and advocates to discuss strategies focused on protection, prevention,
and awareness.

The discussions emphasized survivor-centered approaches, legal
reform, and community-driven interventions, integrating health,
justice, and youth engagement. The session reinforced that
ending FGM is not only a public health priority but a
fundamental issue of human rights, dignity, and gender equality.

12



Youth Voices for
Sustainable Development

Participating in the ECOSOC Youth Forum
2026 at the United Nations Headquarters
was a meaningful opportunity to engage in
global discussions focused on advancing

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

and strengthening youth participation in
decision-making processes. Organized by
the United Nations Department of

Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), the
forum brought together youth leaders,

policymakers, and international
stakeholders from across the world to
exchange ideas on inclusion, innovation,
equity, and sustainable development.

13
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The experience provided a valuable platform
to connect with young changemakers and
contribute to conversations addressing shared
global challenges. With more than a decade of
experience in youth development initiatives
across India and South Asia, including
collaboration with the Ministry of Youth
Affairs, participation in the forum further
reinforced a strong commitment to education,
youth empowerment, and international
development. The event highlighted the
importance of amplifying youth voices and
fostering global collaboration to build a more
inclusive and sustainable future.

14



HONORING THE LEGACY
OF DR. B. R. AMBEDKAR
AT THE UNITED NATIONS

Attending the commemoration of the 135th Birth
Anniversary of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York was a deeply meaningful and
inspiring experience. Hosted by the Permanent Mission of
India to the United Nations, the event titled “Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar’s Vision of Constitutional Morality and its
Relevance for Multilateralism” brought together
diplomats, scholars, and global participants to reflect on
the enduring relevance of Babasaheb Ambedkar’s ideals
in promoting justice, equality, liberty, and fraternity
across societies.

The discussions highlighted the
continued importance of constitutional
!‘ morality in  strengthening  democratic
— institutions, protecting human rights, and
| - B advancing inclusive governance at both
national and international levels. Through
keynote addresses, lectures, and interactive
_ discussions, the program emphasized how Dr.
| rermancars . Ambedkar’s vision remains highly relevant in
...... ey (WD addressing contemporary global challenges
N and fostering multilateral cooperation. The
experience served as a powerful reminder of
the transformative role of education, social
justice, and inclusive policymaking in building
a more equitable world.




Constitutional Morality and
Global Multilateralism

The commemoration of the 135th Birth Anniversary of Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar at the United Nations Headquarters highlighted the
enduring relevance of his vision of constitutional morality in today’s
global society. The event emphasized the values of justice, equality,
liberty, and fraternity, reinforcing the importance of inclusive
governance, human rights, and multilateral cooperation in building
a more equitable and democratic world.




Attending the inauguration of the special
exhibition “From Shunya to Ananta (Zero to
Infinity): The Indian Civilisation’s Contribution to
Mathematics” at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York was a truly inspiring
experience. Organized by the Permanent Mission gyay
of India to the United Nations and inaugurated ~ § :
by India’s External Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar, 3 - .
the exhibition highlighted India’s extraordinary | y: 0 , oo
contributions to the field of mathematics and its e e "
lasting influence on global scientific and
intellectual progress.
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FROM SHUNYA TO e e s ron

ANANTA: IN DIA’S the invention of Shunya (Zero) to concepts
that continue to shape modern science,

MATH EMATICAL technology, and innovation. The event

LEGACY AT THE

UNITED NATIONS

reflected the power of knowledge, culture,
and diplomacy in strengthening global
understanding and celebrating India’s rich
intellectual heritage on an international
platform.
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FROM PROTECTIONTO
POWER: ADVANGING
JUSTIGEFOR
ADOLESGENT GIRLS

Attending the high-level side event “From Protection to Power: Advancing Justice for Adolescent
Girls to End Child Marriage” during the 70th Session of the Commission on the Status of
Women (CSW70) at UNICEF House, New York, was a meaningful opportunity to engage in
critical global dialogue on girls’ rights and empowerment. Co-organized by UNICEF and UNFPA,
and co-hosted by the Governments of Canada, the United Kingdom, Zambia, and Malawi, the
session brought together ministers, ambassadors, UN leaders, and global advocates
committed to ending child marriage and advancing justice for adolescent girls.

The discussions emphasized the importance of moving beyond protection-focused approaches
toward power-centered, rights-based frameworks that promote education, leadership, legal
protection, and economic empowerment for girls. The event highlighted the need for collective
global action, sustainable investment, and community-driven solutions to ensure that
adolescent girls are empowered to lead safe, equal, and dignified lives.




Advancing Women,
Peace, and Security

b g /e
at CSW70 e

During the 70th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW70) at the United
Nations, global leaders, policymakers, and peacebuilders gathered to discuss strategies for
advancing gender equality and strengthening women'’s rights worldwide. A significant side
event organized by the Austrian delegation in collaboration with the Global Network -of
Women Peacebuilders highlighted the critical role of local women’s organizations -in
promoting peace, stability, and humanitarian action across communities.

The discussions brought together peacebuilders from
Papua New Guinea, Nepal, and the Philippines, along
] mll'h M”' ™ with representatives from international organizations
rl'.,,e/y/f L | working in women, peace, and security initiatives. The
...aﬁ.:w_.,,f.,l),, | 1 session emphasized that empowering grassroots
' T women leaders and supporting local peacebuilding
' efforts are essential for achieving long-term peace,
inclusive governance, and sustainable development
across the world.
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STRENGTHENING ACCESS TO
JUSTICE FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS
AT CSW70

Attending the side event “Ensuring and
Strengthening Access to Justice for All Women
and Girls Across the Justice Continuum” during
CSW70 at the United Nations Headquarters in
New York provided an important opportunity to
engage in global dialogue on gender-responsive
justice systems and inclusive governance.
Convened by Enrique Manalo and co-
sponsoring Member States, the session brought
together  diplomats,  policymakers, and
international  stakeholders committed to
advancing equitable access to justice for women
and girls worldwide.

The discussions emphasized a comprehensive rights-based €
approach across the justice continuum, focusing on
prevention, protection, accountability, remedy, and
reintegration in alignment with international human rights .{u
commitments and the Sustainable Development Goals. ke

The opportunity to briefly engage with Ambassador
Manalo further reinforced the importance of

multilateral cooperation and strong institutional
frameworks in promoting gender equality, human
rights, and inclusive justice systems globally.
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UNITED NATIONS
ENGAGEMENTS:
A VISUAL JOURNEY

A collection of memorable moments,
collaborative engagements, and
distinguished experiences at the United
Nations Headquarters, New York.
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T eypress iny sincere gratitude to the United Plations, its officials and staff, govement
nephesentatives, ambassados, diplomats, nomphoffit and civil society leaders, youth leadens,
ohganizes, speateis, and ffellow delegates wheose dedication made these events meaningiul and
hsplung.

Tt has been a great phivilege lo participate in programs and discussions at the United Vlations
HHeaduanters, Plew Gowt, including the Soth Session of the United Plations General
Cissemtbly (UNGEG s0), ECOSOC Douth Foum 2026, the 76th Session of the
Commussion on the Status of Wemen (CSW0), the Peaccbuilding Commission Meeting,
the High-Level Stocktating Event, 'From Sunya to Cinanta’, the (35th Bith Cinnivensary
Commemonation of . B. & Cimbedtar, and the "We Want Wiedel United Plations”
lectwre.

These experiences have deepencd my wnderstanding of Global govennance, sustainable
development, peaccbuilding, gender eauality, youth leadevship, and international cooperation.
The opportunily to learn from distinguished leaders and chgage with participants from
around the wordd has stwengthened my comumitiment to the values and principles of the United
Plations.J exlend my heardfelt appheciation to cveyone who contributed to these eniching
experiences. The tnowledge, inspiation, and global connections Gained though these
engagements will continue to guide my effoits towaid promoting peace, human dighity,
thelusive leadenstup, and the Sustainable Development Goals o the benefit off communitios
locally and globally. |

Nivay Kumare Singl
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