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Legacy Begins 2026 is a commemorative celebration of the remarkable academic
journey and graduation memories of Niraj Kumar Singh at the Penn Graduate
School of Education (Penn GSE), University of Pennsylvania. This magazine has
been thoughtfully created to preserve the memorable experiences, inspiring
moments, meaningful interactions, and proud achievements that shaped this
significant milestone. Through a rich collection of photographs, reflections,
commencement highlights, and messages from distinguished educational leaders,
the magazine captures the spirit of learning, perseverance, leadership, and global
vision that defines the Penn experience.

The 230th Commencement Ceremony of the University of Pennsylvania marked
not only the completion of an academic chapter, but also the beginning of a
future filled with purpose, responsibility, and endless possibilities. The inspiring
addresses delivered by educational leaders, scholars, and commencement
speakers emphasized the importance of truth, literacy, democratic values,
resilience, and meaningful social contribution in today’s rapidly changing world.
These reflections, together with the unforgettable moments shared among faculty,
friends, mentors, and family members, created an atmosphere of pride,
inspiration, and celebration that will remain cherished for vears to come.

This magazine therefore serves as more than a collection of graduation
photographs; it stands as a tribute to dedication, intellectual growth, and the
pursuit of excellence. Every page reflects moments of joy, achievement,
friendship, and aspiration that became part of Niraj Kumar Singh’s journey at
Penn GSE. As this academic chapter concludes and a new journey begins, Legacy
Begins 2026 honors the values of education, leadership, and service that continue ,
to inspire positive impact across communities and generations. ;’7
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J. Larry Jameson
President of the University of Pennsylvania

MEANINGFUL
CHOICES

Penn President J. Larry Jameson encouraged graduates to reflect on what
truly defines a meaningful and fulfilling life in a rapidly changing world shaped
by innovation and technological advancement. Addressing the graduating
class, he recognized them as courageous learners and bold thinkers who
embraced both challenges and discoveries throughout their academic journey.
He reminded students that while the world continues to evolve through
advancements in science, medicine, computing, and technology, the
fundamental values that shape human life remain timeless. His message
emphasized the importance of cherishing the arts, embracing nature, and

valuing meaningful human relationships as essential elements of a purposeful
life.




Michael Beschloss
Keynote and primary commencement I N S PI RE D
speaker for the UPenn Class of 2026.

Commencement speaker Michael Beschloss inspired graduates by emphasizing the
importance of learning from history and remaining committed to democratic values,
resilience, and responsible leadership. Drawing from historical events and powerful
stories, he encouraged students to move forward with courage even during moments of
uncertainty and challenge.

His message highlighted the importance of critical
thinking, national unity, and the responsibility of
citizens to question, learn, and contribute meaningfully
to society. For graduates like Niraj Kumar Singh, the
ceremony represented not only academic achievement
but also becoming part of a historic tradition dedicated
to knowledge, leadership, and positive global impact.
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INFORMED
VOICES MATTER

During Penn GSE's 2026 Commencement Ceremony,
commencement speaker Denise Forte delivered a powerful message
highlighting the essential role of education and literacy in sustaining
democracy and empowering society. Emphasizing literacy as a
fundamental civil right, she encouraged graduates to become
educators and leaders who promote critical thinking, informed
dialogue, and equal opportunity within communities around the
Welglek

Her address underscored the responsibility of future educators to help individuals
distinguish fact from misinformation while fostering inclusion, civic participation, and
social awareness. Forte’s inspiring words reflected the broader mission of Penn GSE in

preparing graduates like Niraj Kumar Singh to contribute meaningfully toward
educational equity, democratic values, and positive societal transformation.



COMMENCEMENT
REFLECTIONS

The University of Pennsylvania’s 270th Commencement 4
Ceremony, held on May 18, 2026, at the iconic Franklin Field, =R, J
marked a moment of pride, achievement, and new beginnings s

for graduates from across the world. As students gathered in

academic regalia alongside their families, friends, mentors, and S A TR
faculty members, the ceremony reflected not only academic 5
excellence but also the values of leadership, perseverance, and
global impact. The atmosphere was filled with celebration and
emotion as graduates prepared to step into the next chapter of
their professional and personal journeys.

Penn Graduate School of Education (Penn GSE) proudly celebrated
the accomplishments of its graduating students, recognizing their
commitment to education, innovation, research, and social
transformation. The event became a memorable occasion that
honored years of dedication, hard work, and intellectual growth
within one of the world’s most prestigious academic institutions.




IMPACT

TRANSFORMATIVE
EDUCATION ¢}

The commencement ceremony also carried a
powerful message regarding the role of
education in sustaining democracy, equity, and
social responsibility. Penn GSE Dean
Katharine Strunk emphasized the importance
of critical thinking, truth-seeking, and the
courage to question assumptions in order to
strengthen public trust in education.
Commencement speaker Denise Forte,
President and CEO of EdTrust, delivered an
inspiring address highlighting literacy as a
fundamental civil right and underscoring the
responsibility of educators in shaping
informed, empowered, and socially conscious
citizens. Her speech encouraged graduates to
become advocates for fairness, inclusion, and
educational opportunity in communities
around the world.

Together, the messages shared
during the ceremony reminded
graduates that education is not
only a pathway to individual
success, but also a powerful force
for positive societal change and
democratic progress.




ESSENCE

CELEBRATION
CHRONICLE

This magazine, Legacy Begins 2026, serves as
a visual tribute to the remarkable graduation
journey of Niraj Kumar Singh at Penn GSE.
Through a collection of memorable
photographs and captured moments, it
reflects the joy, friendships, achievements,
and experiences that defined this significant
academic milestone. Every image tells a story
of determination, growth, celebration, and
aspiration, preserving memories that will
remain meaningful for years to come. From
moments on campus to the pride of
commencement day, the magazine captures
the spirit of accomplishment and the
beginning of a promising future shaped by
knowledge, dedication, and purpose. It stands
as a celebration of an inspiring educational
journey and the start of a legacy that will
continue to impact lives and communities in
meaningful ways.

Guiding
Principles

Leadership

Learning

Legacy




ENDLESS

POSSIBILITIES

! GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
" UNIVERSITY 0f PENNSYLVANIA

FINANCIAL AID

As Niraj Kumar Singh embarks upon a
new chapter beyond graduation, this
commemorative collection symbolizes
more than academic success; it
represents resilience, ambition, and the
pursuit of excellence. The experiences
gained at Penn GSE will continue to
inspire leadership, innovation, and
service in the field of education and
beyond. The friendships built, lessons
learned, and memories created during
this journey will remain lifelong
treasures, shaping both professional
aspirations and personal growth.




HISTORIC LEGACY

2026

Penn’s 270th Commencement Ceremony at Franklin Field marked a historic
milestone filled with celebration, tradition, and academic pride. Under clear skies
and surrounded by family, friends, and faculty members, thousands of graduates
gathered to celebrate years of dedication, perseverance, and achievement. The
ceremony reflected the spirit of excellence that has defined the University of
Pennsylvania for generations, creating an atmosphere of inspiration and unity
among graduates from diverse backgrounds and disciplines. The vibrant academic
regalia, ceremonial processions, and joyful celebrations transformed the day into a
memorable chapter in Penn’s distinguished history.

For graduates of Penn GSE, the commencement symbolized
more than the completion of a degree; it represented the
beginning of a meaningful journey shaped by leadership,
knowledge, and global responsibility. The occasion highlighted
the importance of education in building stronger communities
and inspiring future generations. As part of this remarkable
celebration, Niraj Kumar Singh became a part of Penn’s enduring
academic legacy, carrying forward the values of excellence,
determination, and lifelong learning. The memories created
during this historic event will continue to inspire future
aspirations, personal growth, and professional achievement for
years to come.
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"RESILIENCE

During the commencement ceremony, University Chaplain Charles “Chaz” Howard reflected on
the extraordinary resilience and determination demonstrated by the graduating class
throughout their academic journey. He acknowledged how students navigated a rapidly
changing world while continuing to learn, research, serve communities, lead initiatives, and
pursue excellence across different fields. His words recognized not only academic
accomplishments, but also the emotional strength, courage, and perseverance that carried
graduates through moments of uncertainty and challenge. The ceremony therefore became a
celebration of endurance, hope, and the collective spirit that united students during a historic
period in the world.

Faculty Senate Chair Roy H. Hamilton further emphasized the transformative power of
education through his inspiring personal story. Reflecting on his family’s sacrifices and
determination, he highlighted how education creates opportunities that can shape generations
and-open-pathways toward achievement and leadership. His message reminded graduates that
success-is-often-built upon resilience, hard work, and the support of those who believe in the
value-of-learning.For-graduates-like-Niraj Kumar Singh, the commencement symbolized not only
academic-success-but-also-the continuation-of a meaningful journey guided by dedication,
purpose;-and-the-pursuit-of-positive-impactin-society.



Timeless
Traditions

The University of Pennsylvania’s rich academic heritage was strongly reflected during its
270th Commencement Ceremony, reminding graduates of the institution’s deep historical
roots and enduring legacy. Penn held its very first commencement nearly two decades
before the signing of the Declaration of Independence, making the University an important
part of American intellectual and democratic history. During the ceremony, President J.
Larry Jameson reflected on Penn founder Benjamin Franklin’s contributions to the nation’s
founding ideals, emphasizing the importance of truth, inquiry, and civic responsibility. These
reflections connected the graduating class not only to an institution of global excellence but
also to centuries of educational leadership and societal progress.




MESSAGES

EXCELLENCE



Ve
LT

DEMOCRATIC
EDUCATION

Meeting with Dr. Katharine O. Strunk, Dean of Penn GSE, and
Dr. Tony B. Watlington, Sr., Superintendent of the School District of Philadelphia
(2024)

As part of the inspiring experiences at Penn GSE, Niraj Kumar Singh had the
opportunity to meet Dr. Katharine O. Strunk, Dean of Penn GSE, and Dr. Tony B.
Watlington Sr., Superintendent of the School District of Philadelphia, during 2024. Their
leadership and contributions to education reflected the values emphasized throughout
Penn GSE’s 2026 Commencement Ceremony, where the importance of critical thinking,
educational equity, and democratic responsibility was strongly highlighted.

Dean Strunk encouraged graduates to pursue truth through inquiry, reflection, and
intellectual courage, while the ceremony emphasized the broader role of educators in
building informed, inclusive, and socially responsible communities. These experiences
and interactions became meaningful moments in Niraj Kumar Singh’s academic
journey, symbolizing the spirit of leadership, learning, and educational impact fostered
at Penn GSE.
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Professional

Milestone

Represented youth voices as
a Youth Delegate at the
United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) Third
Committee, contributing to
international discussions
across Asiqg, Africa, Europe,
and North America.

Advanced educational knowledge

and leadership skills through
graduate studies at Penn GSE.

Successfully graduated from
Penn GSE, marking a
significant milestone in a
journey defined by
dedication, resilience, and
academic accomplishment.

Global Engagement

Partioiﬁated in international
youth forums promoting
dialogue, leadership, and
global collaboration.

Penn Graduate School of
Education (Penn GSE),
University of Pennsylvania,
strengthening leadership,
educational vision, and
global perspectives.

af

Graduation Achievement

Established with a mission
to drive meaningful
innovation.

Pursued advanced studies at

14
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UNMIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

J. Larry Jameson, MD, PhD

President

Dear Pennsylvanian:

I am pleased to present the enclosed University of Pennsylvania diploma, which admits you
to the privileges and responsibilities represented by this degree.

Congratulations on your many accomplishments and on the completion of your course of
study. You now belong to the proud and vibrant Penn alumni community, and we hope you will
stay connected with your alma mater in the years to come.

Sincerely,

J. Larry Jameson, MD, PhD
President

| College Hall Room 100  Philadelphia, PA 19104-6380
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News Title: Niraj from the village raised the flag of success in America.
Publication: Sutrakar Samachar, Print Media | Edition: Kolkata | Publication
Date: May 19, 2026 | Page No.: 3 | Category: West Bengal Regional Media |

Website: sutrakarsmachar.com
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News Title: Niraj from the village raised the flag of success in
America | Publication: Bharatmitra, Print Media | Edition: Kolkata |
Publication Date: May 18, 2026 | Page No.: 2 | Category: West
Bengal Regional Media | Website: bharatmitranews.com
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News Title: Niraj, who came from the village, completed his
journey to America. | Publication: Danik Khojkhabar, Print Media
| Edition: Saran | Publication Date: May 18, 2026 | Page No.: 3 |

Category: Bihar Regional Media | Website:
www.danikkhojkhabar.live
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News Title: From a Bihar Naxal-Affected Village to America: Niraj_
Kumar Singh’s Inspiring Journey | Publication: Amravti Darpan,
Print Media | Edition: Tiwasa | Publication Date: May 18, 2026 |
Page No.: 4 | Category: Maharashtra Regional Media | Website:

amravtidarpan.com
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News Title: Niraj from the village raised the flag of success in America. Publication: Danik i
Sonbhadra, Print Media | Edition: Patna | Publication Date: May 19, 2026 | Page No.: 11 | £,
Category: West Bengal Regional Media | Website: www.daniksonbhadra.com
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News Title: Saran's Neeraj Singh achieves global status, vows
to bring change through education
| Publication: Danik Bhaskar, National Print Media |
Edition: Saran | Publication Date: July 7, 2026 | Page No.: 6
| Category: National Media | Website: danikbhaskar.com
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News Title:Bihar Ke Laal Niraj Kumar Singh Ki International Platform Par Bani Pehchaan|
Publication: Pratah Kiran Print Media | Edition: Patna | Publication Date: June 6, 2026 | Page No.: 8 |
Category: Bihar Regional Media | Website: Pratah Kiran
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News Title: The son of Saran, Niraj Kumar Singh, has made his mark on the global
platform, carrying out remarkable work in the fields of education and youth
empowerment. Publication: Danik Sonbhadra, Print Media | Edition: Patna | Publication
Date: June 7, 2026 | Page No.: 11 | Category: West Bengal Regional Media | Website:
www.daniksonbhadra.com
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News / Digital Media Coverage
1. Jagat Darshan News (17 May 2026)

2. Air Now News (17 May 2026)

3. N4N News (17 May 2026)
4. Dainik Bhaskar (17 May 2026)

5. Mithila Top News (17 May 2026)

6. VBN News (17 May 2026)

7. Chhapra Today (17 May 2026)

On 17 May 2026, multiple national
and regional media organizations
highlighted the educational

journey of Niraj Kumar Singh,
recognizing his achievement of
graduating from the University of
Pennsylvania, USA.

AaunR00E] JUIOL PURINLIMIAT oan


https://www.jagatdarshannews.com/2026/05/neeraj-kumar-singh-success-story-upenn-saran.html
https://www.jagatdarshannews.com/2026/05/neeraj-kumar-singh-success-story-upenn-saran.html
https://airnow.co.in/after-leaving-naxal-affected-village-of-bihar-neeraj-traveled-to-america-and-achieved-historic-success/
https://airnow.co.in/after-leaving-naxal-affected-village-of-bihar-neeraj-traveled-to-america-and-achieved-historic-success/
https://airnow.co.in/after-leaving-naxal-affected-village-of-bihar-neeraj-traveled-to-america-and-achieved-historic-success/
https://n4n.link/cca611
https://dainik.bhaskar.com/sdVIZUqBd3b
https://mithilatop.com/university-of-pennsylvania-bihars-lal-brought-glory-to-the-country-in-america/
https://mithilatop.com/university-of-pennsylvania-bihars-lal-brought-glory-to-the-country-in-america/
https://mithilatop.com/university-of-pennsylvania-bihars-lal-brought-glory-to-the-country-in-america/
https://vbnnews.in/article/neeraj-travelled-from-a-naxal-affected-village-in-bihar-to-america
https://vbnnews.in/article/neeraj-travelled-from-a-naxal-affected-village-in-bihar-to-america
https://chhapratoday.com/neeraj-kumar-singh-of-saran-hoisted-the-flag-of-success-at-the-international-level/
https://chhapratoday.com/neeraj-kumar-singh-of-saran-hoisted-the-flag-of-success-at-the-international-level/
https://chhapratoday.com/neeraj-kumar-singh-of-saran-hoisted-the-flag-of-success-at-the-international-level/

8.News Haat (17 May 20206)

9. Lalluram News (17 May 2026)

10. Prabhat Khabar (17 May 2026)
1. Tracker Times (17 May 2026)
12. Newsl!8 Hindi (17 May 2026)

13. Reporter Post (17 May 2026)

14, RND2Y News (17 May 2026)

Social Media Coverage

15. X (Twitter) - News4Nations (17 May 2026)

16. Instagram Post (17 May 2026)
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17. Facebook Video (17 May 2026)
18. Facebook Post (17 May 2026)
19. Facebook Post (17 May 2026)

20. Facebook Story (17 May 2026)

21. Facebook Story (17 May 2026)

*Yo

Niraj Kumar Singh's graduation from the University of Pennsylvania Graduate School of Education
(Penn GSE) was featured in the official commencement ceremony coverage.
YouTube Link:
https://www.youtube.com/@PennGSE

uTube Coverage — Penn GSE Commencement (2026)

Niraj walking on the stage at 2:09-02:10 at this line
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Dainik Bhaskar (6 July 2026)-
https://www.bhaskar.com/amp/local/bihar/saran/chhapra/news/sa

ran39s-neeraj-singh-achieves-global-status-vows-to-bring-change-
through-education-dbp-138371687.html

« Before Print Digital (6 July 2026)- https://beforeprintdigital.in/
fagR--ca-fFAReT-pAR-f/

« Dainik Khoj Khabar (6 July 2026)-
https://dainikkhojkhabar.live/%e0%a4%ac%e0%a4%obt%e0%ad%
b9%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%b0-%e0%a4%695%e0%a5%87-
%e0%a4%b2%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%b2-
%e0%a4%a8%e0%a4%obf%e0%a4%b0%e0%a4%9c-
%e0%a4%095%e0%a5%81%e0%a4%ae%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%b0
%e0%a4%b8%e0%ad%obf/

« N4N News (6 July 2026)- https://n4n.link/e4610c

« Facebook Media Coverage (6 July 2026)-
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1GzQCkc4VP/

« Facebook Media Coverage (6 July 2026)-
https://www.tacebook.com/share/p/19Ahz2U3v2/

« Facebook Media Coverage (6 July 2026)-
https://www.facebook.com/share/IDLwFSpKoZ/?
mibextid=wwXIfr

« Facebook Media Coverage (6 July 2026)-
https://www.facebook.com/share/1 BkjXC6B7B/?
mibextid=wwXIfr
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GRADUATION 2026 | MEDIA COVERAGE ANALYSIS

University of Pennsylvania | Penn Graduate School of Education
NIRAJ KUMAR SINGH | GRADUATION & ACADEMIC JOURNEY COVERAGE

TOTAL MEDIA = PRINT MEDIA DIGITAL MEDIA REGIONAL MEDIA NEWS COVERAGE
COVERAGE [

4 6 1 7 @ 2 9 FEELEES STATE

& 4
(36.96%) (63.04%) (91.30%) (8.70%)

- AT A GLANCE OVERVIEW »——

o MEDIA COVERAGE REACH e NEWS COVERAGE ACROSS STATES

Breakdown of media features
by regional and news coverage.

o MEDIA COVERAGE BY TYPE

Distribution of 46 total media coverage Media coverage across key states
by platform type.

in India.

29 17 -

e 1.30%)
S TOTAL s (91.30%) TOTAL

5 Regional
Digital 46 - Print Media 46
Media MEDIA COVERAGE Media s, COVERAGE

BIHAR JHARKHAND W ENGAL MAHARASHTRA

@ Strong media presence across
I Digital Media: 29 (63.04%) B Print Media: 17 (36.96%) B Regional Media Features: 42 {91.30%) Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal & Maharashtra
B Mews Coverage State: 4 (8.70%)

ADDITIONAL TOTAL ESTIMATED TOTAL SHARES / TOTAL LIKES / TOTAL COMMENTS
VIEWS REPOSTS REACTIONS
HIGHLIGHTS 30K 50

13K 136

% From a Naxal-Affected Village to America: An Inspiring Journey of Determination and Excellence

*
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RADMIATTE S¢

UNIVERSITY ©f PENNSYLVANIA

From aspiration to accomplishment, this memorable moment at Penn GSE’s
2026 Commencement Ceremony reflects the culmination of dedication,
perseverance, and academic excellence. As Niraj Kumar Singh walked across the
stage to receive his degree, the occasion symbolized not only the successful
completion of an inspiring educational journey, but also the beginning of a
future shaped by leadership, purpose, and global impact. Surrounded by the
spirit of celebration and achievement, this milestone will remain a cherished
memory marking the start of a new chapter filled with endless possibilities.
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"Every classroom, every conversation, and every challenge at
Penn GSE became a step toward becoming not only a better
professional, but a better human being."


















A Shared Celebration of
Achievement
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University of
even more meaningful by the
porters and donors who
ower of education. Their

The commencement ceremony at the

Pennsylvania was made
presence of the generous sup
believed in the transformative p
encouragement and support played an important role in this
remarkable journey from rural Bihar to a global academic
institution.



M.S.ED. IN IEDP
COMMENCEMENT DAY

AS Tlngg ERwnar Singh cvadsed, the cammencement stage at the
TUniversity of Perndyluaria, & dymbaliged, nat enly o perdonal
achievement but alde. the healigation of a dream that began i a
Small willage ana, heached a global plagfanm.

Niraj Kumar Singh

M.S.Ed. in International Educational Development
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA
Alumnus - Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) &

Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development (RGNIYD),
Govt. of India
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.. Phone (U.S.): +1 (445) 208-0946 |  WhatsApp (India): +9178-700-20000 h
Email: info@nirajkumarsingh.org | nirajsingh@alumni.upenn.edu /¢
€ Website: www.nirajkumarsingh.org 7 1. 7
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