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              Since 2008, the journey of one individual has woven local change with global vision. From
classrooms to communities, and from India to 10+ countries across the world, this is the story of impact in
motion. Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh, a master’s candidate in International Educational Development at the
University of Pennsylvania, has dedicated his career to advancing education, social sciences, and community
development, transforming academic knowledge into leadership in youth empowerment and social
innovation. As founder of Youthology International, he has, for over a decade, mentored students from more
than 30 universities across South Asia, equipping them with leadership skills, professional clarity, and a spirit
of global citizenship.
 
         What sets Mr. Singh apart is a proven record of translating vision into measurable impact. With more
than ten years of experience driving large-scale programs in education, youth development, and public health,
he has successfully led initiatives supported by NSS, NYKS, RGNIYD, UNICEF, WHO, UNDP, USAID, and
Plan International. Collaborated with over 130+ institutions to maximize reach and effectiveness. His
portfolio ranges from statewide vaccination campaigns in India to multi-country youth fellowships in
Southeast Asia, all underpinned by his ability to design, manage, and scale programs that bridge grassroots
realities with policy frameworks. Recently, his global engagement was further recognized when he was selected as
a Youth Delegate at the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Third Committee, UN Headquarters, New
York City, representing the voices of young changemakers on “"Building Solutions Together for an Inclusive
Future.” Through cross-sector collaborations with governments, NGOs, and international agencies, he has
consistently delivered solutions that are inclusive, sustainable, and transformative.
 
            Equally significant is his commitment to nurturing the next generation of changemakers. Through
Youthology International and the Kismat Trust, he has mentored over 3,000 students and empowered more
than 25,000 young people to achieve academic success, pursue meaningful careers, and contribute actively to
society. His work demonstrates how education, mentorship, and global partnerships can catalyze long-term
social progress. This magazine captures his milestones, achievements, and aspirations as a record of what has
been accomplished, and may this narrative inspire all who believe in the power of purposeful action.
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      Chennai (2017–2019), a program fully funded through a
merit scholarship by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports,
Government of India. This period was marked by extensive
field-based training, including rural immersion camps (Puliyur
and Oragadam villages, 2018), community health and social
sensitization programs in Rajasthan (2018), and participation
in National Service Scheme (NSS) Swachh Bharat initiatives,
where he combined practical action with social research.

      Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s journey in youth development is
deeply rooted in both academic preparation and practical
engagement in community initiatives. His foundational
education began with a Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) from Jai
Prakash University, Saran, Bihar (2010–2013), where he
cultivated analytical skills and a commitment to civic
responsibility. During this period, he actively participated in
voluntary blood donation drives and voter awareness
campaigns, reflecting an early dedication to social welfare and
civic participation. Following his undergraduate studies, he
pursued a Master of Social Work (M.S.W.) in Youth &
Community Development at the Rajiv Gandhi National
Institute of Youth Development (RGNIYD),Neighbourhood Youth Parliament in Satjora with

present of Taraiyea MLA, Block Development
officer & NYKS Officials  (2016) 

           
      Alongside formal education, Mr. Singh engaged in multiple
workshops and professional certifications that strengthened his
skills in social work, research methodology, counseling, and
community mobilization. Notably, he participated in the National
Youth Corps Training Camp organized by Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan (2016), the Street Theatre Workshop at Alternative
Media Centre, Chennai (2017), and various research methodology
and SPSS workshops at RGNIYD (2018).  These experiences
honed his capacity for leadership, program design, and
community engagement. By the end of 2017.

         Mr. Singh had not only established a strong educational foundation but had also amassed
rich experiential learning through grassroots interventions, volunteer engagements, and skill-
based training, laying the groundwork for his trajectory as a youth leader and social innovator.

THE SPARK OF LEADERSHIP (2008–2017) – 
EARLY CAREER IN YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

Youth Participant in Neighbourhood Youth
Parliament (2016) .

Gramin Samajik Chetna organized 
by  NYKS Youth Club, Saran
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THE SPARK OF LEADERSHIP (2018–2025) – 
EARLY CAREER IN YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
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      From 2018 onward, Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s journey transitioned from
national community engagement to international youth development leadership.
Building upon his training at RGNIYD, he initiated and led youth
empowerment and educational access programs across South and Southeast
Asia, including Malaysia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Vietnam, Laos, and Thailand, reaching nearly 10,000 young people through
leadership workshops, life-skills training, and social action camps. His initiatives
promoted education continuity, digital literacy, and youth participation, forming
sustainable youth clubs and self-help groups that became models for
community-led transformation.

      By 2019, his contributions earned global recognition through multiple
international awards in Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, and Myanmar for social
innovation and youth empowerment. His ability to bridge local issues with
global frameworks strengthened networks among universities, youth-led
organizations, and intergovernmental bodies. During this period, he also
engaged in collaborative initiatives supported by USAID and World Vision,
mobilizing cross-sectoral partnerships to promote inclusive education and
health awareness.

Following his global field engagements, Mr. Singh expanded his leadership into
research, training, and academic excellence. Between 2020 and 2023, he served in
development and academic institutions across India, mentoring over 3,000 social
work students and coordinating large-scale public health programs, including
the USAID/JSI-supported COVID-19 vaccination campaigns that reached over
2.5 million people in Jharkhand, Odisha, and Telangana. His work received
multiple recognitions, including national and state-level appreciation from the
Department of Health and Family Welfare and the National Pride Award
(2022).

       In 2024, he joined the University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate School of
Education (Penn GSE, USA) as a fully funded international scholar in the
Master’s in International Educational Development program, furthering his
commitment to global education equity. At Penn, he has presented research
papers at premier academic platforms such as The New School, Columbia
University, and CIES (Chicago), while serving as a Student Ambassador
and contributing to cross-cultural academic dialogues. His selection for the
Think Big Leadership & Development Programme (UK), World
Governance Expedition Fellowship (Europe), and Merit Scholarships
across international universities reflects his growing influence as a youth
development scholar-practitioner.

Between 2018 and 2025, Mr. Singh’s journey embodies the evolution of a visionary youth leader from
grassroots engagement to international advocacy guided by a mission to transform education, empower

communities, and inspire the next generation of changemakers.

Meeting with Professor Christopher Dede,
Harvard  University, Cambridge, MA

(2025)

Meeting with Shri Kumod Kumar, CEO – CIMP,
on youth leadership and education (2025)

Meeting with Shri Babu Ram, IPS — Deputy
Inspector General of  Police (2025)

Niraj Kumar Singh @ 
University of Pennsylvania, USA (2025) 
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GLOBAL RECOGNITION: 
REPRESENTING YOUTH VOICES AT THE UNITED NATIONS

UN Headquarters
 New York City
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With Felipe Paullier, ASG on
Youth Affairs, UN

Youth Office, New York City

        Youth Event Convened by the Chair of the UNGA Third Committee—
Building Solutions Together for an Inclusive Future: Niraj Kumar Singh
participated as a youth delegate at the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) Third Committee Youth Event on “Building Solutions Together
for an Inclusive Future,” held on October 10, 2025, at the United Nations
Headquarters, New York. Representing India, he joined global leaders,
diplomats, and youth advocates in discussions on education, social
inclusion, and youth empowerment. Organised by the Third Committee
Secretariat in collaboration with the Major Group for Children and Youth
(MGCY), the event aimed to amplify youth-led perspectives on global
social development and strengthen intergenerational dialogue. It coincided

. 

Drawing on his experience with grassroots youth organisations in
India, Niraj emphasised digital literacy, equitable access to education,
and leadership training for rural youth. Mr. Paullier acknowledged
these contributions and reaffirmed the UN’s commitment to elevating
youth voices in shaping global governance and social transformation.
This event segment provided context and key messages that inspired a
collective spirit of collaboration, reflecting a shared vision of
empowering young people as catalysts for inclusive, sustainable, and
transformative development worldwide.

With Amb. Mr. Cherdchai
Chaivaivid, Permanent

Representative of Thailand
and Chair of the UNGA Third

Committee—at the UN
Headquarters, New York City.

with the 80th Anniversary of the UN and preparations for the World
Summit for Social Development (WSSD2). Through interactive
sessions and policy exchanges, Niraj contributed to shaping discussions
on inclusive governance and multilateral cooperation, reaffirming the
vital role of young people in advancing sustainable and equitable
global progress.

       During his visit to the United Nations Headquarters in New York
City, Niraj Kumar Singh engaged in an insightful discussion with Mr.
Felipe Paullier, Assistant Secretary-General on Youth Affairs, United
Nations Youth Office, centred on advancing youth development in
India and across the globe. Their exchange brought home the value of
inclusive and participatory youth policies that align with the UN’s Pact
for the Future and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
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GLOBAL RECOGNITION:  
REPRESENTING YOUTH VOICES AT THE UNITED NATIONS
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With Surendra Kumar Adhana (IFS) and Anupam Ray
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of India

Conference on Disarmament,UN office, New York City

UN General Assembly Third Committee, 
Conference Room 1 in UN Headquarters, New York City

      During his academic and professional engagement in the United
States, Niraj Kumar Singh had the opportunity to meet Professor
Bianca J. Baldridge at the Harvard Graduate School of Education
(HGSE). Professor Baldridge, a leading scholar in the fields of youth
work, community-based education, and racial equity, shared valuable
insights on the intersection of education, policy, and social justice.

The conversation focused on youth empowerment and inclusive
education models that bridge the gap between community initiatives
and institutional policy. Niraj discussed his ongoing work in India on
digital literacy and youth-led educational reform, drawing parallels
with Professor Baldridge’s research on grassroots educational
leadership in marginalized communities.

With Mr. Ziad Mahmassani, Senior
Intergovernmental Affairs Officer

and Secretary of the Third
Committee of the UN General

Assembly—at the UN Headquarters,
New York City.

This interaction not only deepened Niraj’s understanding of the critical role of
community engagement in educational transformation but also reinforced his

commitment to advancing equitable, participatory, and locally grounded approaches in
international educational development.



         Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s professional journey demonstrates a robust
integration of policy research, development initiatives, and community
leadership, reflecting a consistent focus on measurable social impact. Early in
his career, he actively engaged in large-scale youth development programs,
including the National Youth Corps Training Camp organized by Nehru Yuva
Kendra Sangathan (2016) and multiple Swachh Bharat initiatives through the
NSS and RGNIYD (2017–2018). His roles in field-based interventions
encompassed rural immersion programs in Puliyur and Oragadam villages,
community health and social sensitization campaigns in Rajasthan, and
awareness initiatives for HIV/AIDS, education, and women’s empowerment.
These hands-on experiences were complemented by professional certifications
in counseling, social work in mental health rehabilitation (NIMHANS, 2023),
and research methodology with SPSS (RGNIYD, 2018), providing him with
the analytical and operational skills necessary for effective program
management.

      In formal professional capacities, Mr. Singh served as State Project
Manager with Kismat Trust and collaborated with Plan International,
spearheading programs in digital literacy, women’s economic empowerment,
and vaccination campaigns that reached thousands in rural India. His strategic
leadership was recognized with awards including the National Pride Award
(Top 50 Youth Workers, India, 2022) and certificates of appreciation from the
Department of Health & Family Welfare, Odisha (2023). Parallelly, he
maintained a strong commitment to civic responsibility through volunteer
engagements with Rotary International, Indian Red Cross Society, Bharatiya
Yuva Shakti Trust, and multiple blood donation initiatives across India. By
mentoring youth, promoting education, and facilitating health interventions,
Mr. Singh has consistently exemplified a philosophy that impactful leadership
arises from combining strategic vision with hands-on community engagement,
driving sustainable social change and empowering marginalized populations.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES – 
DEVELOPMENT & POLICY ENGAGEMENTS; 
COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP & CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY

“His global leadership experience was further strengthened through participation 
in the 12th International Youth Conference (IYC12) during the UNGA80 High-Level 
Week in New York City (September 2025), where he engaged with international youth
leaders, policymakers, and UN officials, including Konstantinos Papadakis of UN DESA
discussing the role of youth in sustainable development, digital education, and equity in
learning opportunities.”

With Mr. Thomas Barbancey,
Deputy Director General,

Development Cooperation &
Humanitarian Affairs of

Luxembourg 🇱🇺 & Dr. Nigina
Muntean, Chief of the Innovation &
Transformation Branch, UNFPA🇺🇸-

where we emphasized the critical
role of youth participation in

shaping sustainable and inclusive
development at IYC12, 
New York City. (2025)
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RESEARCH & ACADEMIC ENGAGEMENTS –
RESEARCH, POLICY & DEVELOPMENT; PENN
ACADEMIC ENGAGEMENTS; GLOBAL FELLOWSHIPS

       Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s academic and research
trajectory reflects a sustained commitment to
bridging rigorous learning with applied policy and
development work. As a Research Assistant at the
University of Pennsylvania, he engaged in urban
policy research, international development dialogues,
and youth-focused policy frameworks, translating
complex academic insights into actionable strategies
for inclusive social transformation. During this
period, he actively contributed to research on digital
literacy, educational equity, and youth empowerment,
culminating in accepted and presented papers at
prestigious conferences, including CIES 2025
(Chicago), the Ethnography in Education Research
Forum 2026 (Philadelphia), and the 5th Biennial
Conference on Anthropology and Education,
Teachers College, Columbia University (New York).
Notable papers include “Transforming Education:
Empowering Digital Literacy of Rural Youth from
Bihar, India” and “Empowering Tribal Youth:
Bridging Educational Gaps through Technology and
Social Justice in Jharkhand, India”, reflecting his
expertise in applying research for tangible community
impact.

    Beyond research, Mr. Singh has contributed
extensively to the Penn community as an
Admissions Ambassador, Student Mentor,
and member of the Graduate and Professional
Student Assembly (GAPSA) Programming
Committee, where he facilitated student
engagement, mentorship, and programmatic
leadership  

     His academic credentials are complemented
by a series of internationally recognized
fellowships and scholarships, including the
Think Big Postgraduate Scholarship
(University of Bristol, UK, 2024), World
Governance Expedition Fellowship (Europe,
2020), and fully funded merit-based
scholarships for his MSW at RGNIYD,
Chennai (2017) and Diploma in Youth
Leadership for Social Change at TISS,
Mumbai (2021). These global fellowships have
enabled him to study governance systems
across Europe, participate in community-
based social work interventions in Thailand,
Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam,
and present evidence-based findings on youth
development, health, and education.  
Collectively, these research, academic, and
fellowship experiences position Mr. Singh at
the nexus of scholarly inquiry, policy
formulation, and global practice, illustrating
his capacity to translate knowledge into
scalable and socially impactful solutions.

His academic journey was
further recognized through
a feature in the Penn GSE

Student Experience
Publication (2025),

highlighting his path as a
first-generation

International Student from
Bihar, India. 
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   As the Founder of Youthology International, Mr. Singh has built a transformative platform for
youth empowerment, blending education, mental health, skill development, and social innovation.
Through this initiative, he has conducted over 50 workshops and seminars, implemented cross-
cultural projects, and led community-based programs, directly impacting more than 10,000 young
people across India and internationally. His efforts emphasize resilience, creativity, and leadership,
demonstrating how entrepreneurial innovation can drive measurable social transformation.

      
Under his mentorship, more than 3,000 students have
gained internships, field placements and skill-building
opportunities, fostering hands-on learning and civic
engagement. During the COVID-19 pandemic, he
spotlighted and supported 300 outstanding youth
contributors, recognizing their service and elevating
youth leadership in crisis response. He has also led
digital literacy campaigns reaching 5,000 rural youth,
women’s empowerment workshops, and broad
vaccination awareness initiatives. Crucially, he
orchestrated COVID-19 vaccination drives that
delivered 2.5 million+ vaccine doses (first, second,
booster) in underprivileged youth communities across
Jharkhand, Odisha and Telangana, strengthening
community health, trust, and youth agency in
underserved regions.

LEADERSHIP & INNOVATION – 
ENTREPRENEURIAL UNDERTAKING (YOUTHOLOGY
INTERNATIONAL); LEADERSHIP & SOCIAL INNOVATION

    Mr. Singh’s leadership extends globally through participation in international youth conferences,
UNGA80-related events, and fellowship programs across Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, and
Vietnam, reflecting his ability to integrate local insights with global perspectives. These initiatives
collectively cultivate a generation of changemakers capable of addressing complex societal and global
challenges, solidifying his vision that leadership is both inclusive and impact-driven.

Honored to meet Dr. Pallavi Jain Govil
(Secretary, Ministry of Youth Affairs &

Sports, Government of India) at the NEXT
GEN INDIA Dialogue 🇮🇳 hosted by the

Consulate General of India, New York 🇺🇸
on September 26, 2025.

With Mr. Nitesh Kumar Mishra, Joint
Secretary & CVO, Ministry of Youth

Affairs & Sports, Govt. of India, during the
NEXT GEN INDIA Dialogue🇮🇳 hosted by
the Consulate General of India, New York

🇺🇸 September 26, 2025

Received an award from Prof.M. M. Goel, 
Director of RGNIYD,Chennai 

(2018)

Formation of youth clubs campaining by NYKS, in the
presence of the Block Development Officer (BDO),

Panapur, Saran (2016)

Intentional Youth Delegate and NSS
volunteers discussion at Tamilnadu

(2017) 

  7 Global Impact Report | Niraj Kumar Singh



            These combined linguistic, analytical, and technical skills allow him to design, implement, and
evaluate multi-faceted social interventions, spanning youth empowerment, public health, and educational
initiatives. His proficiency ensures that evidence-based policy recommendations, community development
programs, and international research collaborations are both data-driven and contextually sensitive,
maximizing impact across diverse communities.

Meeting with Professor 
Catherine Snow, Harvard University, 

Boston (2025).

  8

        Mr. Singh demonstrates exceptional linguistic versatility, with
native fluency in Hindi, professional working proficiency in English,
and functional knowledge of Tamil, enabling him to navigate diverse
cultural and social contexts effectively. This linguistic capability
enhances his engagement in cross-cultural research, community
interventions, and international collaborations, ensuring inclusivity in
program design and policy implementation. His analytical and
research expertise is supported by rigorous academic training and
hands-on experience. Mr. Singh has successfully conducted social
work interventions, urban policy research, and youth development
studies, applying SPSS-based statistical analysis, research
methodology, and program evaluation techniques to translate
complex social data into actionable strategies for sustainable
development.

Meeting with Dr. Katharine O. Strunk, 
Dean of Penn GSE, and Dr. Tony B. Watlington 

Sr., Superintendent of the School District of Philadelphia
(2024)

SKILLS & PROFICIENCY – 
LINGUISTIC, ANALYTICAL & RESEARCH SKILLS;
TECHNICAL CERTIFICATIONS

University of Pennsylvania,
Campus (2024).

With Mr. Bolbongse Vongphaen,
Director-General of the Department of

ASEAN Affairs, Thailand, in New York
(2025).
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He possesses an array of technical certifications reflecting interdisciplinary
proficiency:

Business Analytics in Management & Social Sciences – Xavier Institute of Social
Service (XISS), Ranchi (Dec 2022)
Certificate in Principles & Practice of Social Work in Mental Health
Rehabilitation – NIMHANS, Bangalore (Feb–May 2023)
Multiple English Language Certifications (Intermediate to Upper-Intermediate) –
British Council, New Delhi (2023–2024) 
Computational Fluid Dynamics & Open-Source Field Operation – IIT Bombay
(Jan 2023)
Artificial Intelligence for Healthcare Technology and Management – IIT Patna
(Dec 2022)Meeting with Eric Klopfer, Professor and Co-Director of

PD and Education Research, MIT RAISE
(2025)



        

         Through Youthology International and allied
collaborations, Mr. Singh has mentored over 3,000 youth
globally, facilitated 5,000+ rural digital literacy trainees, and
coordinated vaccination awareness programs reaching 2.5
million individuals during the COVID-19 pandemic. His
efforts have empowered thousands of women and young
people with entrepreneurship training and economic resilience
skills, fostering community-led transformation across Asia and
Africa. His contributions have received extensive recognition
from governments, academic institutions, and international
organizations. 

IMPACT & ACHIEVEMENTS – 
IMPACT ACROSS 10+ COUNTRIES; AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

       Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s leadership and developmental
engagements have generated measurable impact across 10+
countries, including India, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar,
Vietnam, Nepal, Bangladesh, Kenya, and the United Kingdom.
His initiatives have directly benefited over one million individuals
across rural, urban, and tribal communities. By focusing on
education, women’s empowerment, digital literacy, skill
development, and public health, he has enabled sustainable social
advancement, ensuring that communities are active participants in
their own development rather than passive beneficiaries.

 Degree Award received by
 Shri Kiren Rijiju, Youth Minister, 

Government of India, Chennai (2020).

Received the National Pride Award from 
Shri Mahavir Kaushik (IAS), 

District Commissioner, Panchkula in (2022)

              
         Notable distinctions include the International Young
Social Worker Award – Cambodia (2019), Young Achiever
Award – Vietnam (2019), International Social Work Trainer
Award – Myanmar (2020), International Youth Worker Award –
Myanmar (2020), International Youth Award – Myanmar
(2020), International Social Service Award – Laos (2020),
Certificate of Appreciation – ISAP Foundation, Jharkhand,
India (2022), National Pride Award – Top 50 Youth Workers in
India (2022), and Certificate of Appreciation – Department of
Health & Family Welfare, Government of Odisha (2023). These
honors affirm his sustained commitment to impactful social
service and community development, further amplified by
recognition from Rotary International, Bharatiya Yuva Shakti
Trust, and the Indian Red Cross Society.

Received degree  Award from 
Prof. Bino Paul Tata Institute of Social Sciences

(TISS), Mumbai (2024)

Appreciation Certificate from Dr. Bijaya Kumar
Panigrahy, Director of Family Welfare, 

Government of Odisha (2023)

Outstanding Contribution Award for COVID-19
Vaccination under the 

USAID Project in Jharkhand (2022)
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     Internationally, his academic credentials have been
verified by the World Education Services (WES), Canada,
ensuring global recognition of his qualifications. He has
also received British Council certifications across multiple
levels of the Common European Framework of Reference
for Languages (CEFR) from Intermediate to Upper-
Intermediate proficiency (2019–2024), highlighting his
dedication to advancing linguistic competence and cross-
cultural communication skills.

    Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh holds an extensive
portfolio of academic, professional, and international
certifications, reflecting his commitment to
continuous learning, interdisciplinary excellence, and
evidence-based practice. His credentials span social
policy, public health, research methodology, youth
development, and leadership, underscoring his holistic
approach to social transformation.

LICENSES & CERTIFICATIONS – 
INTERNATIONAL & ACADEMIC RECOGNITIONS; BRITISH
COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT; SOCIAL WORK & POLICY

      In the domain of social work and policy, Mr. Singh has
earned several specialized certifications from premier national
institutions, including:

Research Methodology and SPSS for Social Sciences – Rajiv
Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development
(RGNIYD), Sriperumbudur  (2018)
Certificate in Disaster Risk Reduction & Management for
Sustainable Development – National Institute of Disaster
Management (NIDM), Government of India (2021)
Youth Leadership for Social Change – Tata Institute of
Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai (2021)
Social Entrepreneurship and Innovation for Sustainable
Futures—World Governance Expedition Fellowship,
Europe (2020)

Meeting with Ira Singhal (IAS),
 All India Topper of  CSE 2014 and Assistant Collector, 

Government of Delhi, at New Delhi (2021).

Meeting with Mr. Timur Zevakhia, Deputy Director-
General, and Ms. Ekaterina N. Bakeeva, Deputy Director,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation
(2025)

UNGA80 @UNFPA, New York City 
(2025)
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      Mr. Singh further demonstrates his
commitment to academic leadership and
professional development through his
membership in recognized professional
associations, including the Indian Society of
Professional Social Work (ISPSW), Rotary
International, and the Bharatiya Yuva
Shakti Trust (BYST). 

      His continued engagement in advanced
training programs and verified international
credentials position him as a globally
competent social work professional capable
of integrating research, policy, and practice
to achieve sustainable and inclusive
development outcomes.

LICENSES & CERTIFICATIONS – 
INTERNATIONAL & ACADEMIC RECOGNITIONS; BRITISH
COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT; SOCIAL WORK & POLICY

Meeting with 
Shri Naman Priyesh Lakra (IAS), 

Deputy Commissioner, Giridih (2022).

      Further enhancing his technical acumen, he
holds certifications in Computational Fluid
Dynamics (CFD) from IIT Bombay (2023),
Artificial Intelligence for Healthcare Technology
and Management from IIT Patna (2022), and
Business Analytics in Management and Social
Sciences from Xavier Institute of Social Service
(XISS), Ranchi (2022). These interdisciplinary
qualifications reflect his ability to bridge social
science insights with technological innovation and
data analytics.

Meeting with Dr. Jata Shankar Choudhary (IAS), 
Divisional Commissioner, Palamu (2022).

Meeting with Shri Ananya Mittal (IAS), 
District Magistrate, West Singhbhum (2022).

11 Global Impact Report | Niraj Kumar Singh



                   Community service has been an integral part of Mr. Niraj
Kumar Singh’s academic and professional ethos. His voluntary
engagement began with the National Service Scheme (NSS), where he
participated in Swachh Bharat Pakhwada (2018), rural sanitation
campaigns, and community awareness drives on education, health, and
environment. His creative advocacy for social unity was recognized
through Second Prize awards in Street Theatre and Poem Writing during
the Communal Harmony Campaign and Flag Day (2017) at RGNIYD,
symbolizing his commitment to fostering peace and inclusion through art
and dialogue. Complementing this, he engaged in Community Health
and Social Sensitization Programmes in Udaipur (2018) and Matram’18
Rural Camp (Kancheepuram, 2018), cultivating a participatory model
for grassroots development.

                  A strong advocate for humanitarian causes, Mr. Singh has
actively volunteered with the Indian Red Cross Society, contributing to
blood donation campaigns across India from Sadar Hospital, Bihar
(2016, 2017), to Rajasthan State Blood Transfusion Council, Jaipur
(2018), and AIIMS, New Delhi (2021). His proactive engagement during
the pandemic, notably through the COVID-19 Awareness and Prevention
Pledge (2020) with the Sai Kripa Social Welfare Society, reflected his
unwavering dedication to public health and social welfare. Parallelly, his
contributions within Rotary International have focused on education,
women’s empowerment, health awareness, and youth development,
embodying the Rotary ethos of “Service Above Self” and promoting
equitable community growth.

VOLUNTEERING & SOCIAL SERVICE – 
COMMUNITY-BASED INITIATIVES AND
MENTORSHIP

Meeting with Dr. Abhay Bhushan Prasad,
Civil Surgeon, Bokaro (2022)

COVID-19 Awareness Rath inaugurated by the
Bokaro Civil Surgeon (2022)

Meeting with Smt. Meenakshi Lekhi, 
Minister of State for External

Affairs and Culture, in  New Delhi
(2021)

Meeting with Dr. Bukka Oraon, 
Civil Surgeon, West Singhbhum

(2022)

Meeting with Dr. Anil Kumar, 
Civil Surgeon, Koderma

(2022)
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     Mr. Singh’s leadership extends to his
mentorship role with the Bharatiya Yuva
Shakti Trust (BYST), an initiative of the
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII),
where he supports young entrepreneurs in
building business acumen, securing financial
literacy, and achieving sustainable
livelihoods. His mentorship has empowered
first-generation entrepreneurs from
underprivileged backgrounds to initiate
micro-enterprises and social start-ups,
contributing to inclusive economic growth. 

VOLUNTEERING & SOCIAL SERVICE – 
COMMUNITY-BASED INITIATIVES AND MENTORSHIP

Meeting with Civil Surgeon, Giridih 
(2022)

 With Ajit Kumar, NYKS, District
Youth Officer at Palamu

(2022) 

          Additionally, through national-level youth
initiatives such as NYKS Leadership Training (2016)
and Life Skills Workshops (RGNIYD, 2019), he
continues to shape emerging youth leaders. Guided by
the philosophy that leadership is service in action, Mr.
Singh’s volunteering journey integrates compassion
with strategic vision, fostering community resilience,
participatory development, and long-term social
transformation.

Meeting with Parmar Singh 
NYKS, Youth Officer, Patna ( 2020)

SDG Goal-focused 
Youth Development Program, Mumbai (2019)
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              Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s professional journey represents a powerful synthesis of
research, policy, and development practice, advancing education as a transformative force for
inclusive and sustainable change. His multidisciplinary engagements across public health,
youth empowerment, mental health, and social innovation demonstrate his commitment to
integrating academic rigor with actionable field strategies. Through his research internship at
the Penn Institute for Urban Research (University of Pennsylvania) and his global policy
engagements, has contributed to advancing international dialogues on youth leadership,
digital education, and equity in learning opportunities. His ability to connect local realities
with global frameworks highlights how evidence-based research can effectively guide
participatory governance and education reforms. These experiences have enabled him to
design research-informed interventions that address systemic barriers, empower youth voices,
and foster inclusive learning ecosystems across diverse socio-economic contexts.

              

Social Work Fellows’ 
Meeting at the University of 

Chicago, 2025

EDUCATION FOR CHANGE / POLICY AND PRACTICE – 
BRIDGING RESEARCH, POLICY & DEVELOPMENT

AI and Education Conference at  Harvard University (2025). 

Presented research at the 
Comparative and International Education Society (CIES) 

Annual Conference, Chicago, 2025

Presented a research paper at
The New School, New York

City, USA (2025).

Visitor fellow at MIT,
Boston (2025)
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EDUCATION FOR CHANGE / POLICY AND PRACTICE – 
BRIDGING RESEARCH, POLICY & DEVELOPMENT

         His initiatives across Asia, Africa, and
Europe illustrate a strong belief  in community
participation, data-informed governance, and
cross-sectoral collaboration, ensuring that
education policy is both inclusive and contextually
relevant. By aligning academic insight with
development practice, Mr. Singh has positioned
himself  as a catalyst for social transformation,
demonstrating how education anchored in ethical
research and informed policymaking can serve as
a foundation for equitable progress and
sustainable development.

         As a policy researcher and practitioner, Mr.
Singh has developed and implemented education-
based programs that blend community
engagement, leadership training, and participatory
research methods. He has conducted workshops,
policy consultations, and capacity-building
sessions that emphasize grassroots empowerment,
gender sensitivity, and mental health integration. 

 Honored to have met 
Dr. Halla Holmarsdottir

President of CIES  
in Chicago (2025)

Harvard Kennedy School, 
Boston (2025)
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Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh, State Manager, Brief with
USAID India delegation, Primal Foundation ,

Jhpiego and M-RITE team of JSI. 2022
            
             Building upon his grassroots experience, Mr. Singh’s global
engagements span over 10 countries across Asia, Africa, and Europe,
amplifying his impact through academic collaborations, policy dialogues, and
fellowships. As a Graduate Fellow at Perry World House and Research Intern
at the Penn Institute for Urban Research, he contributed to urban policy,
youth leadership frameworks, and inclusive development strategies. His
participation in the 12th International Youth Conference (IYC12) during the
UNGA80 High-Level Week in New York City (2025) stands as a key
milestone where he engaged with global policymakers, UN officials, and
youth leaders, including Konstantinos Papadakis (UN DESA), to advocate
for digital equity, sustainable education, and youth participation in
policymaking. Through these engagements, Mr. Singh has championed a
model of development that integrates grassroots innovation with global
collaboration, ensuring that the voices of marginalized communities shape
the international development agenda. His trajectory from a first-generation
learner in Bihar to a recognized global policy contributor at the University of
Pennsylvania epitomizes the transformative potential of education, inclusion,
and global citizenship.

         His leadership extended to partnerships with
organizations such as Kismat Trust, Plan International,
and Rotary International, where he led interventions in
digital literacy, women’s entrepreneurship, and large-scale
immunization campaigns, directly benefiting thousands in
rural India. These experiences established his foundation
for translating local challenges into global policy
discourse and contributed to his evolving vision of
evidence-based, community-led development.

GRASSROOTS TO GLOBAL – 
GLOBAL ENGAGEMENTS & COLLABORATIVE IMPACT

Met with Shri Anand Kumar, 
Padma Shri Awardee, GOI ,
 in New Jersey, USA (2025)

NYKS Voter awareness rally in the presence of
 Dr. Deepak Anand (IAS), 
District Magistrate, Saran

(2015)

 embodying his belief  that sustainable change must be both
locally rooted and globally relevant. Beginning his work at
the community level through initiatives in public health,
youth empowerment, and digital inclusion, he has
implemented projects addressing education access, gender
equity, and socio-economic development across multiple
Indian states. 

Met with Shri Sudesh Mahto, 
Former Deputy Chief Minister of

Jharkhand,
 in New Jersey, USA

(2025)

       Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s professional
journey reflects a seamless bridge between
grassroots realities and global leadership, 
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           At the University of Pennsylvania (Penn GSE, USA), Mr.
Singh has combined academic rigor with active engagement in student
life, cultivating both intellectual and leadership growth. As an
Admissions Ambassador, Student Mentor, and active member of the
Graduate and Professional Student Assembly (GAPSA) Programming
Committee, he has fostered cross-cultural collaboration, mentorship,
and leadership development, supporting the integration and success
of international students. Through these roles, he has also contributed
to organizing workshops, panel discussions, and networking initiatives
that encourage peer learning, advocacy, and inclusive participation.

           Mr. Singh’s Penn experience extends beyond campus
engagement into global learning and research dissemination. He has
presented papers at prestigious conferences such as CIES 2025 in
Chicago, the Ethnography in Education Research Forum 2026, and
Teachers College, Columbia University, addressing topics including
digital literacy for rural youth, educational innovation, and youth
empowerment in marginalized communities. In parallel, he has
participated in high-level international events, including the 12th
International Youth Conference during UNGA80, ASEAN SDGs
Side Event, and Scaling What Works: Equalizing Opportunities for
Women and Girls, engaging with policymakers, UN officials, and
youth leaders to translate research insights into actionable social
solutions. These experiences have reinforced his capacity to integrate
academic knowledge, evidence-based research, and practical
interventions, enabling him to design inclusive, scalable, and globally
informed strategies that address complex societal challenges.

THE PENN EXPERIENCE – 
ACADEMIC GROWTH AND GLOBAL LEARNING

With Konstantinos Papadakis,
 Principal Social Affairs Officer, UN

DESA, New York City (2025).

78th India’s Independence Day Celebration in 
Philadelphia, hosted by the Consul General of India, New York

2024

With Eric Garcetti, 
United States Ambassador to India,

 2024.

IEDP 2024 Cohort, 
University of Pennsylvania, 

USA 

Meeting with 
Professor Fernando Reimers, 

Harvard University 
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  Through school visits, community
engagement, and field-based research
including direct interactions with students,
teachers, and youth practitioners in Dhaka,
Niraj contributed to interventions addressing
learning gaps, dropout challenges, and digital
literacy needs. His initiatives have reached
nearly 10,000 young people and supported
education re-enrolment and leadership
development, while also enabling resource
mobilization for schools, such as raising
USD 5,000 for education support in Vietnam Hanoi-Vietnam 

 Niraj has substantial international
development experience, with a strong focus on
education across South and Southeast Asia.
Under the mentorship of Dr. Rambabu
Botcha, Professor at RGNIYD and senior
official in the Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports, Government of India, he collaborated
with universities, NGOs, and government
partners in Bangladesh, Cambodia, Laos, Sri
Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam to
advance equitable learning opportunities for
marginalized youth. His work focused on
improving access to education, strengthening
life skills, and supporting community-based
development initiatives. 

Jafana, Srilanka

THE GLOBAL EXPERIENCE—
TRANSFORMING  YOUTH FUTURES ACROSS THE WORLD

Dakahh University
Bangladesh 

Phnom Penh-Cambodia 

Vientiane-Laos 

Kuala Lumpur
- Malaysia 

Yangon- Myanmar Bangkok, Thailand
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Dallas, USA
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        Testimonials from mentors, peers, and
beneficiaries highlight Mr. Singh’s exceptional
capacity to inspire, mobilize, and empower
individuals and communities. His work
demonstrates a seamless integration of
research, policy, and on-the-ground action,
translating knowledge into meaningful social
outcomes. Media coverage further amplifies
his accomplishments and global engagement.
Notable features include “Amazing Feat of
District’s Neeraj, 

      Will Present Research Paper at Columbia
University” (Dainik Bhaskar, Saran,
Chhapra, Sep 11, 2025), “Neeraj of Bihar
Emerged as a Ray of Hope by Overcoming
Poverty” (Punjab Kesari, Bihar Edition, Nov
13, 2024), “Neeraj of Saran Was Selected for
the Education Development Program”
(Dainik Bhaskar, Saran Edition, Aug 12,
2024), and “Saran’s Neeraj Will Explore New
Opportunities for Development in Europe”
(ETV Bharat, Feb 2020). Together, these
reflections and media recognitions
consolidate Mr. Singh’s standing as a globally
engaged, impact-driven leader in education,
social development, and youth empowerment.

19

RECOGNITIONS AND REFLECTIONS – 
HONORS, TESTIMONIALS & MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

     Mr. Singh’s sustained commitment to youth
leadership, social innovation, and community
development has earned him widespread
recognition from governments, academic
institutions, and civil society organizations. His
awards and accolades, including national and
international honors for social work, youth
empowerment, and policy innovation,
underscore his credibility as a changemaker
and affirm the tangible impact of his initiatives
across diverse communities. These recognitions
reflect not only his strategic vision but also his
ability to implement inclusive, scalable
programs that address complex social
challenges.
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HONORS, TESTIMONIALS & MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
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Saran’s Neeraj Will Explore Ne Opportunities
for Development in Europe” – 

ETV Bharat (Hindi, Bihar, Saran) 
(Feb 2020)  
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Completed Intermediate
Education (12th Grade) with a

focus on science.
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Inter Science

Volunteered in local youth
clubs and community
education initiatives.

Successfully completed
Matriculation (High School)

in Bihar, India. & Join
member NYKS 

BeginningCommunity WorkNSS BeginYouth
Outreach

B.Sc Earned Youth Initiatives
NYKS

Coordinator Youth Corps
MSW

Enrollment 

Youth Conclave /
Sri LankaAbroad VisitMSW AWARDED

Abroad Visit

Intl Representation Founded
Youthology

Research & Capacity
Building at IIFT

ICSSR Research
Assistant Role

Diploma in Youth
Leadership (TISS)

Started M.S.Ed in
International Education

Graduate Student Leader &
Global Scholar

Began volunteering with
the National Service

Scheme (NSS).

Engaged in grassroots
youth empowerment

programs in rural Bihar.

Earned a Bachelor of
Science (B.Sc.) from Jai
Prakash University, Bihar.

Initiated youth-led social activities
addressing education and

community awareness.

Joined Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan (NYKS), Ministry of
Youth Affairs & Sports, Govt.

of India, as a Youth
Coordinator.

Contributed to National
Youth Corps programs,
mobilizing rural youth
for nation-building.

Enrolled in Master of Social
Work (MSW) at Rajiv Gandhi
National Institute of Youth
Development (RGNIYD),

Chennai.

Stage where we focus on a
process of research, analysis,
study of the market and the

target audience.

 Sri Lanka –
international internship
on child development
and social inclusion.

Awarded Master of
Social Work (MSW)

degree by Hon’ble Union
Minister of Youth Affairs
& Sports, Shri Kiren Rijiju.

Began international
visits as part of youth

and development
programs.

Represented India abroad in 8 countries
across South and Southeast Asia (Sri Lanka,

Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Thailand, Bangladesh), focusing
on youth empowerment, education, and

social work interventions

Founded Youthology International,
a youth-led platform for

leadership, education, and
empowerment.

Indian Institute of Foreign
Trade (IIFT) on research and
capacity-building projects.

Worked as Research Assistant
on projects funded by the
Indian Council of Social

Science Research (ICSSR).

Completed Diploma in Youth
Leadership for Social Change

at Tata Institute of Social
Sciences (TISS), Mumbai.

Began Master of Science in Education
(M.S.Ed.) – International Educational

Development at the University of
Pennsylvania, USA. 

Serving as a Graduate Student Leader at Penn GSE. Presenting
research at CIES (Chicago), Columbia University, and Harvard

University, while expanding global youth networks. for this give me
simple headings oneline

20082009201020112012

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

2018-2020

201820182019 2019

2020 2021 2022

202320242025
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Global Footprints

Thurkey

Sri Lanka

Myanmar

Vietnam

Thailand

Malaysia

Laos

Cambodia

Bangladesh

Nepal

India

United State of America
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Equity Pathsala
Providing free education to
underprivileged children across Bihar,
Jharkhand, and Odisha.

Social Internship Program
Offering undergraduate and graduate
students hands-on experience in rural
governance and community engagement.

Youth Mentorship Initiative
Guiding high school students through
career planning and leadership
development.

Elderly Care and Wellness Program 
Supporting senior citizens through nutritional aid,
social support, and youth-led volunteer training.

Global Impact Report | Niraj Kumar Singh

ONGOING
PROJECTS 

Ongoing Projects Led by Niraj Kumar Singh

Women and Girls
Empowerment Project

  

Promoting education, health
awareness, and gender equality
through local workshops.
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     Recognized with numerous national and international awards from the International Young
Social Worker Award in Cambodia to the National Pride Award in India Mr. Singh embodies
the principles of inclusive leadership, civic responsibility, and global citizenship. Media features
and scholarly presentations further underscore his influence as a changemaker bridging
research, policy, and action.

This compilation of achievements, experiences, and reflections captures not only a remarkable
individual journey but also a model for how dedication, collaboration, and innovation can create
lasting social impact. Mr. Singh’s story inspires emerging leaders to envision a world where
education, empowerment, and equity drive transformative change for communities everywhere.

CONCLUSION

Global Impact Report | Niraj Kumar Singh

     Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s journey exemplifies the convergence of visionary leadership,
academic excellence, and unwavering commitment to social transformation. From grassroots
community initiatives in Bihar and across rural India to global engagements at premier
institutions and international forums, he has consistently translated knowledge into measurable
impact. His efforts in youth empowerment, education, women’s economic advancement, public
health, and digital literacy have directly benefited over one million individuals, fostering
sustainable and inclusive development across Asia, Africa, and Europe.

 A first-generation international scholar, Mr. Singh has leveraged academic platforms at the
University of Pennsylvania, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, and Rajiv Gandhi National
Institute of Youth Development to merge research with practice, contributing to evidence-
based policy, social innovation, and community-driven solutions. His entrepreneurial ventures,
notably Youthology International, alongside mentorship programs, workshops, and global
fellowships, reflect a commitment to cultivating leadership, resilience, and innovation among
youth worldwide.



Awareness Program in Northeast India

Admission Ambassador at Pennsylvania 
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IMPACT IN FRAMES
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Proud moment  for me to participate in
 team of Shree Kiran Rijiju Minister and 

Ministry of Youth affairs team 

Training for  Kids for Life Skills Education , 
how to apply this indaily life 

 Organizing COVID-19 Awareness campaign in 
Malaysia, with the help of kids.

Organizing a Social Work camp  in
Myanmar  Organizing College level Youth Activities 

Organizing Social Work Camp in  Laos 



Meeting with APMDC officials
Learning & Experiences Meeting at Ranchi,

Jharkhand
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Capacity Building Program for  Truckers

Covid-19 Vaccination camp at 
Rangareddy District

Fundraising event in  Govt schools in Vietnam are
taking the session for soft skills development 

IMPACT IN FRAMES
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Organizing the 
Community Meeting in Vietnam 

Organizing Public & Govt. authority
 Role in Community in Cambodia Country LONG

 with the USAID team and the Local
Administration department  

Youth Empowerment Training  igniting potential,
inspiring change
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Multi-Specialty Health Camp at Sangareddy
Awareness Program in Northeast India

IMPACT IN FRAMES

Review cum Experiences Meeting Kendujhar, Odisha

Capacity Building Training at Yangon
Meeting with the Director of 

Vishnu Textile
Water Treatment Plant 

Visited at Tiruppur

Global Impact Report | Niraj Kumar Singh

Swachh Bharat Pakhwada activities. Organised by NSS
UNIT of RGNIYD



Meeting with the Indian High Commissioner 
at Yangon, Myanmar

Received Appreciation Award
 by CIRDAP, DG, Bangladesh

Capacity Building training for Youth
 at Thailand

Awareness Program in Vietnam
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IMPACT IN FRAMES

Youth Development Training in Cambodia Youth Development Training at Laos
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Appreciation Received at the Government School
 in Kanchipuram District

Award Distribution

Community Awareness at Almora District Blood Donation camp at Udaipur, Rajasthan
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Capacity Building TrainingActively participated in a plastic-free campaign in Sri
Lanka, organised by Colombo University, Srilanka

IMPACT IN FRAMES
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IMPACT IN FRAMES
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 Receiving the NSS camp participation certificate
 from Prof. Dr. HIRANNIYA KALESH P 

 NSS coordinator RGNIYD Unite Tamilnadu. 

Health Awareness campaign for youth truck drivers.
The participant is from a different part of India. 

Personality development session in 
Govt. high school 

 Organizing a physical training camp for youth
truckers 

 Social Work Award Ceremony
Organizing a Sports awareness campaign in the rural

community  



Physical training for Truckers

Street Play for Awareness
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Counselling Session

Environmental awareness 
Program for school students

Tree Plantation Drive in the 
Slum community

IMPACT IN FRAMES
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A lecture on “Role of youth in global development at 
Thammasat University, Thailand
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Awareness Program with Students

Neighborhood Youth Parliament

Youth Development Training

  35

Children's Day Celebration

IMPACT IN FRAMES
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 Actively participated in a seminar on the youth role
for economic growth at Dhaka University,

Bangladesh

Ssocial work camp in the civil war victim community
 in Jaffna, Sri Lanka. 

At CIES 2025

Organizing a Tree-planting campaign 
with youth's future of the Nation

https://media.licdn.com/dms/image/v2/D562DAQGK3CJAD4ycug/profile-treasury-image-shrink_800_800/profile-treasury-image-shrink_800_800/0/1719506205505?e=1757577600&v=beta&t=uEZkmxJ2yxX7tueyUAbpozAJ9txkCLeFu933oyJ36NY


THE NETWORK BEHIND THE JOURNEY
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THE NETWORK BEHIND THE JOURNEY
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THE NETWORK BEHIND THE JOURNEY
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THE NETWORK BEHIND THE JOURNEY
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Thanking the Global Community
Behind My Penn Journey
Dear Professors, Mentors, Donors, and Well-Wishers,

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to each of you for the support, kindness,
and encouragement you have provided throughout my journey, both locally and
globally. As I look back on the years—from my childhood in rural Bihar to completing
my studies at the University of Pennsylvania—I am filled with deep gratitude.

Your guidance has shaped my growth.
 Your trust has strengthened my confidence.
 Your support has made my dreams possible.

There were moments when the path was uncertain, and challenges felt
overwhelming, but your belief in me gave me the courage to continue. Your
contributions—whether through mentorship, financial support, opportunities, or
blessings—helped me focus on my studies, research, and community work without
fear.

I am sincerely grateful to:
My professors, for nurturing my academic thinking and pushing me to excel.
My mentors and advisors, for guiding me through every important step and
decision.
My donors, whose generosity ensured that financial difficulties did not stop my
education.
The Penn GSE community, for giving me a home away from home.
The BJANA and Bihar–Jharkhand community, for their warmth and
encouragement.
All well-wishers, including teachers, friends, youth leaders, and supporters, who
prayed for me and stood by me.
This journey—from local communities in Bihar to global platforms across multiple
countries—was made possible thanks to your support. I carry your blessings with
me as I continue my work to create inclusive opportunities for children and
youth.

Thank you for believing in me.
 Thank you for walking with me.
 
Thank you for helping me become who I am today.
With gratitude and respect,

Niraj Kumar Singh 

Niraj Kumar Singh
Master’s in International Educational Development
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA
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          In August 2008, I stood in my village in Saran, Bihar, surrounded by
children and youth from communities affected by left-wing extremism. That day,
while conducting an education awareness session, I made a promise: “My whole
life is dedicated to you.” That moment became the foundation of my journey as a
young learner inspired by the hopes of others, determined to turn those dreams
into reality. Nearly a decade later, in August 2025, I find myself at the
University of Pennsylvania, USA, pursuing my master’s in education. 

The road from rural Bihar to an Ivy League institution has been filled with
challenges, financial struggles, long nights of uncertainty, and countless
sacrifices. Yet every step has strengthened my conviction that education is the most
powerful tool for change. I aim to ensure that every child in Bihar and beyond
has access to quality education, reflecting the essence of the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goal for Quality Education. The learning and global
exposure I am receiving here are not for personal success alone but to build
pathways for children who still wait for their chance to learn, dream, and rise.  

This journey is not mine alone; it belongs to every child in Bihar who dares to
dream beyond barriers. To my professors, advisor, mentors, the UPenn
community, and the 150+ individuals who stood by me through the hardest times, I
express my deepest gratitude. Your faith has been my strength and guiding light.
As I move forward, I humbly seek the blessings and support of all well-wishers,
mentors, and kind-hearted individuals who believe in the transformative power of
education. Your encouragement will help me keep the promise I made years ago to
give back, to serve, and to create opportunities for others like me. 

-Niraj Kumar Singh

THE PROMISE THAT GUIDES MY PATH
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Information
This report captures the inspiring journey of Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh, highlighting his dedication
to education, health, youth empowerment, and social development across local and global
platforms. It reflects the milestones he has achieved and the vision that continues to guide his
work, bridging global knowledge with grassroots realities to create lasting change. More than a
record of progress, this report stands as an open invitation for partners and supporters to join in
shaping a future of inclusion, empowerment, and sustainable transformation, with the road
ahead holding even greater promise for collective impact.

THANK YOU

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F
P E N N S Y L V A N I A

Join the Journey of Youth Development and Social Change

Niraj Kumar Singh
M.S.Ed. in International Educational Development
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA

🎓 Alumnus – Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS)
 & Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development (RGNIYD), Govt. of India
 
 📧 Email:  info@nirajkumarsingh.org   | nirajind@upenn.edu
 🌐 Website: www.nirajkumarsingh.org | 📝 Blog: www.nirajkumarsingh.blog
 🔗 LinkedIn | Facebook | X/Twitter | YouTube  | Instagram @nirajupenn
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	Global impact is not measured by scale alone, but by whether systems change, voices are included, and dignity is sustained.
	NIRAJ KUMAR SINGH

	NIRAJ KUMAR SINGH
	PREFACE
	Since 2008, the journey of one individual has woven local change with global vision. From classrooms to communities, and from India to 10+ countries across the world, this is the story of impact in motion. Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh, a master’s candidate in International Educational Development at the University of Pennsylvania, has dedicated his career to advancing education, social sciences, and community development, transforming academic knowledge into leadership in youth empowerment and social innovation. As founder of Youthology International, he has, for over a decade, mentored students from more than 30 universities across South Asia, equipping them with leadership skills, professional clarity, and a spirit of global citizenship.
	What sets Mr. Singh apart is a proven record of translating vision into measurable impact. With more than ten years of experience driving large-scale programs in education, youth development, and public health, he has successfully led initiatives supported by NSS, NYKS, RGNIYD, UNICEF, WHO, UNDP, USAID, and Plan International. Collaborated with over 130+ institutions to maximize reach and effectiveness. His portfolio ranges from statewide vaccination campaigns in India to multi-country youth fellowships in Southeast Asia, all underpinned by his ability to design, manage, and scale programs that bridge grassroots realities with policy frameworks. Recently, his global engagement was further recognized when he was selected as a Youth Delegate at the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Third Committee, UN Headquarters, New York City, representing the voices of young changemakers on “"Building Solutions Together for an Inclusive Future.” Through cross-sector collaborations with governments, NGOs, and international agencies, he has consistently delivered solutions that are inclusive, sustainable, and transformative.
	Equally significant is his commitment to nurturing the next generation of changemakers. Through Youthology International and the Kismat Trust, he has mentored over 3,000 students and empowered more than 25,000 young people to achieve academic success, pursue meaningful careers, and contribute actively to society. His work demonstrates how education, mentorship, and global partnerships can catalyze long-term social progress. This magazine captures his milestones, achievements, and aspirations as a record of what has been accomplished, and may this narrative inspire all who believe in the power of purposeful action.

	CONTENTS
	THE SPARK OF LEADERSHIP (2008–2017) –  EARLY CAREER IN YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
	Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s journey in youth development is deeply rooted in both academic preparation and practical engagement in community initiatives. His foundational education began with a Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) from Jai Prakash University, Saran, Bihar (2010–2013), where he cultivated analytical skills and a commitment to civic responsibility. During this period, he actively participated in voluntary blood donation drives and voter awareness campaigns, reflecting an early dedication to social welfare and civic participation. Following his undergraduate studies, he pursued a Master of Social Work (M.S.W.) in Youth & Community Development at the Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development (RGNIYD),
	Chennai (2017–2019), a program fully funded through a merit scholarship by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India. This period was marked by extensive field-based training, including rural immersion camps (Puliyur and Oragadam villages, 2018), community health and social sensitization programs in Rajasthan (2018), and participation in National Service Scheme (NSS) Swachh Bharat initiatives, where he combined practical action with social research.
	Alongside formal education, Mr. Singh engaged in multiple workshops and professional certifications that strengthened his skills in social work, research methodology, counseling, and community mobilization. Notably, he participated in the National Youth Corps Training Camp organized by Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (2016), the Street Theatre Workshop at Alternative Media Centre, Chennai (2017), and various research methodology and SPSS workshops at RGNIYD (2018).  These experiences honed his capacity for leadership, program design, and community engagement. By the end of 2017.
	Mr. Singh had not only established a strong educational foundation but had also amassed rich experiential learning through grassroots interventions, volunteer engagements, and skill-based training, laying the groundwork for his trajectory as a youth leader and social innovator.
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	THE SPARK OF LEADERSHIP (2018–2025) –  EARLY CAREER IN YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
	From 2018 onward, Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s journey transitioned from national community engagement to international youth development leadership. Building upon his training at RGNIYD, he initiated and led youth empowerment and educational access programs across South and Southeast Asia, including Malaysia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, and Thailand, reaching nearly 10,000 young people through leadership workshops, life-skills training, and social action camps. His initiatives promoted education continuity, digital literacy, and youth participation, forming sustainable youth clubs and self-help groups that became models for community-led transformation.
	By 2019, his contributions earned global recognition through multiple international awards in Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, and Myanmar for social innovation and youth empowerment. His ability to bridge local issues with global frameworks strengthened networks among universities, youth-led organizations, and intergovernmental bodies. During this period, he also engaged in collaborative initiatives supported by USAID and World Vision, mobilizing cross-sectoral partnerships to promote inclusive education and health awareness.
	Following his global field engagements, Mr. Singh expanded his leadership into research, training, and academic excellence. Between 2020 and 2023, he served in development and academic institutions across India, mentoring over 3,000 social work students and coordinating large-scale public health programs, including the USAID/JSI-supported COVID-19 vaccination campaigns that reached over 2.5 million people in Jharkhand, Odisha, and Telangana. His work received multiple recognitions, including national and state-level appreciation from the Department of Health and Family Welfare and the National Pride Award (2022).
	In 2024, he joined the University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate School of Education (Penn GSE, USA) as a fully funded international scholar in the Master’s in International Educational Development program, furthering his commitment to global education equity. At Penn, he has presented research papers at premier academic platforms such as The New School, Columbia University, and CIES (Chicago), while serving as a Student Ambassador and contributing to cross-cultural academic dialogues. His selection for the Think Big Leadership & Development Programme (UK), World Governance Expedition Fellowship (Europe), and Merit Scholarships across international universities reflects his growing influence as a youth development scholar-practitioner.
	Between 2018 and 2025, Mr. Singh’s journey embodies the evolution of a visionary youth leader from grassroots engagement to international advocacy guided by a mission to transform education, empower communities, and inspire the next generation of changemakers.
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	GLOBAL RECOGNITION:  REPRESENTING YOUTH VOICES AT THE UNITED NATIONS
	Youth Event Convened by the Chair of the UNGA Third Committee—Building Solutions Together for an Inclusive Future: Niraj Kumar Singh participated as a youth delegate at the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Third Committee Youth Event on “Building Solutions Together for an Inclusive Future,” held on October 10, 2025, at the United Nations Headquarters, New York. Representing India, he joined global leaders, diplomats, and youth advocates in discussions on education, social inclusion, and youth empowerment. Organised by the Third Committee Secretariat in collaboration with the Major Group for Children and Youth (MGCY), the event aimed to amplify youth-led perspectives on global social development and strengthen intergenerational dialogue. It coincided
	with the 80th Anniversary of the UN and preparations for the World Summit for Social Development (WSSD2). Through interactive sessions and policy exchanges, Niraj contributed to shaping discussions on inclusive governance and multilateral cooperation, reaffirming the vital role of young people in advancing sustainable and equitable global progress.
	During his visit to the United Nations Headquarters in New York City, Niraj Kumar Singh engaged in an insightful discussion with Mr. Felipe Paullier, Assistant Secretary-General on Youth Affairs, United Nations Youth Office, centred on advancing youth development in India and across the globe. Their exchange brought home the value of inclusive and participatory youth policies that align with the UN’s Pact for the Future and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
	.

	Drawing on his experience with grassroots youth organisations in India, Niraj emphasised digital literacy, equitable access to education, and leadership training for rural youth. Mr. Paullier acknowledged these contributions and reaffirmed the UN’s commitment to elevating youth voices in shaping global governance and social transformation. This event segment provided context and key messages that inspired a collective spirit of collaboration, reflecting a shared vision of empowering young people as catalysts for inclusive, sustainable, and transformative development worldwide.
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	GLOBAL RECOGNITION:   REPRESENTING YOUTH VOICES AT THE UNITED NATIONS
	During his academic and professional engagement in the United States, Niraj Kumar Singh had the opportunity to meet Professor Bianca J. Baldridge at the Harvard Graduate School of Education (HGSE). Professor Baldridge, a leading scholar in the fields of youth work, community-based education, and racial equity, shared valuable insights on the intersection of education, policy, and social justice.
	The conversation focused on youth empowerment and inclusive education models that bridge the gap between community initiatives and institutional policy. Niraj discussed his ongoing work in India on digital literacy and youth-led educational reform, drawing parallels with Professor Baldridge’s research on grassroots educational leadership in marginalized communities.
	This interaction not only deepened Niraj’s understanding of the critical role of community engagement in educational transformation but also reinforced his commitment to advancing equitable, participatory, and locally grounded approaches in international educational development.
	UN General Assembly Third Committee,  Conference Room 1 in UN Headquarters, New York City
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	PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES –  DEVELOPMENT & POLICY ENGAGEMENTS;  COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP & CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY
	With Mr. Thomas Barbancey, Deputy Director General, Development Cooperation & Humanitarian Affairs of Luxembourg 🇱🇺 & Dr. Nigina Muntean, Chief of the Innovation & Transformation Branch, UNFPA🇺🇸-where we emphasized the critical role of youth participation in shaping sustainable and inclusive development at IYC12,  New York City. (2025)
	Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s professional journey demonstrates a robust integration of policy research, development initiatives, and community leadership, reflecting a consistent focus on measurable social impact. Early in his career, he actively engaged in large-scale youth development programs, including the National Youth Corps Training Camp organized by Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (2016) and multiple Swachh Bharat initiatives through the NSS and RGNIYD (2017–2018). His roles in field-based interventions encompassed rural immersion programs in Puliyur and Oragadam villages, community health and social sensitization campaigns in Rajasthan, and awareness initiatives for HIV/AIDS, education, and women’s empowerment. These hands-on experiences were complemented by professional certifications in counseling, social work in mental health rehabilitation (NIMHANS, 2023), and research methodology with SPSS (RGNIYD, 2018), providing him with the analytical and operational skills necessary for effective program management.
	In formal professional capacities, Mr. Singh served as State Project Manager with Kismat Trust and collaborated with Plan International, spearheading programs in digital literacy, women’s economic empowerment, and vaccination campaigns that reached thousands in rural India. His strategic leadership was recognized with awards including the National Pride Award (Top 50 Youth Workers, India, 2022) and certificates of appreciation from the Department of Health & Family Welfare, Odisha (2023). Parallelly, he maintained a strong commitment to civic responsibility through volunteer engagements with Rotary International, Indian Red Cross Society, Bharatiya Yuva Shakti Trust, and multiple blood donation initiatives across India. By mentoring youth, promoting education, and facilitating health interventions, Mr. Singh has consistently exemplified a philosophy that impactful leadership arises from combining strategic vision with hands-on community engagement, driving sustainable social change and empowering marginalized populations.
	“His global leadership experience was further strengthened through participation  in the 12th International Youth Conference (IYC12) during the UNGA80 High-Level  Week in New York City (September 2025), where he engaged with international youth leaders, policymakers, and UN officials, including Konstantinos Papadakis of UN DESA discussing the role of youth in sustainable development, digital education, and equity in learning opportunities.”

	RESEARCH & ACADEMIC ENGAGEMENTS – RESEARCH, POLICY & DEVELOPMENT; PENN ACADEMIC ENGAGEMENTS; GLOBAL FELLOWSHIPS
	Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s academic and research trajectory reflects a sustained commitment to bridging rigorous learning with applied policy and development work. As a Research Assistant at the University of Pennsylvania, he engaged in urban policy research, international development dialogues, and youth-focused policy frameworks, translating complex academic insights into actionable strategies for inclusive social transformation. During this period, he actively contributed to research on digital literacy, educational equity, and youth empowerment, culminating in accepted and presented papers at prestigious conferences, including CIES 2025 (Chicago), the Ethnography in Education Research Forum 2026 (Philadelphia), and the 5th Biennial Conference on Anthropology and Education, Teachers College, Columbia University (New York). Notable papers include “Transforming Education: Empowering Digital Literacy of Rural Youth from Bihar, India” and “Empowering Tribal Youth: Bridging Educational Gaps through Technology and Social Justice in Jharkhand, India”, reflecting his expertise in applying research for tangible community impact.
	Beyond research, Mr. Singh has contributed extensively to the Penn community as an Admissions Ambassador, Student Mentor, and member of the Graduate and Professional Student Assembly (GAPSA) Programming Committee, where he facilitated student engagement, mentorship, and programmatic leadership
	His academic credentials are complemented by a series of internationally recognized fellowships and scholarships, including the Think Big Postgraduate Scholarship (University of Bristol, UK, 2024), World Governance Expedition Fellowship (Europe, 2020), and fully funded merit-based scholarships for his MSW at RGNIYD, Chennai (2017) and Diploma in Youth Leadership for Social Change at TISS, Mumbai (2021). These global fellowships have enabled him to study governance systems across Europe, participate in community-based social work interventions in Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam, and present evidence-based findings on youth development, health, and education.  Collectively, these research, academic, and fellowship experiences position Mr. Singh at the nexus of scholarly inquiry, policy formulation, and global practice, illustrating his capacity to translate knowledge into scalable and socially impactful solutions.
	His academic journey was further recognized through a feature in the Penn GSE Student Experience Publication (2025), highlighting his path as a first-generation International Student from Bihar, India.

	LEADERSHIP & INNOVATION –  ENTREPRENEURIAL UNDERTAKING (YOUTHOLOGY INTERNATIONAL); LEADERSHIP & SOCIAL INNOVATION
	As the Founder of Youthology International, Mr. Singh has built a transformative platform for youth empowerment, blending education, mental health, skill development, and social innovation. Through this initiative, he has conducted over 50 workshops and seminars, implemented cross-cultural projects, and led community-based programs, directly impacting more than 10,000 young people across India and internationally. His efforts emphasize resilience, creativity, and leadership, demonstrating how entrepreneurial innovation can drive measurable social transformation.
	Under his mentorship, more than 3,000 students have gained internships, field placements and skill-building opportunities, fostering hands-on learning and civic engagement. During the COVID-19 pandemic, he spotlighted and supported 300 outstanding youth contributors, recognizing their service and elevating youth leadership in crisis response. He has also led digital literacy campaigns reaching 5,000 rural youth, women’s empowerment workshops, and broad vaccination awareness initiatives. Crucially, he orchestrated COVID-19 vaccination drives that delivered 2.5 million+ vaccine doses (first, second, booster) in underprivileged youth communities across Jharkhand, Odisha and Telangana, strengthening community health, trust, and youth agency in underserved regions.
	Mr. Singh’s leadership extends globally through participation in international youth conferences, UNGA80-related events, and fellowship programs across Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam, reflecting his ability to integrate local insights with global perspectives. These initiatives collectively cultivate a generation of changemakers capable of addressing complex societal and global challenges, solidifying his vision that leadership is both inclusive and impact-driven.
	Formation of youth clubs campaining by NYKS, in the presence of the Block Development Officer (BDO), Panapur, Saran (2016)
	Intentional Youth Delegate and NSS volunteers discussion at Tamilnadu (2017)
	Received an award from Prof.M. M. Goel,  Director of RGNIYD,Chennai  (2018)
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	SKILLS & PROFICIENCY –  LINGUISTIC, ANALYTICAL & RESEARCH SKILLS; TECHNICAL CERTIFICATIONS
	Mr. Singh demonstrates exceptional linguistic versatility, with native fluency in Hindi, professional working proficiency in English, and functional knowledge of Tamil, enabling him to navigate diverse cultural and social contexts effectively. This linguistic capability enhances his engagement in cross-cultural research, community interventions, and international collaborations, ensuring inclusivity in program design and policy implementation. His analytical and research expertise is supported by rigorous academic training and hands-on experience. Mr. Singh has successfully conducted social work interventions, urban policy research, and youth development studies, applying SPSS-based statistical analysis, research methodology, and program evaluation techniques to translate complex social data into actionable strategies for sustainable development.
	He possesses an array of technical certifications reflecting interdisciplinary proficiency:
	Business Analytics in Management & Social Sciences – Xavier Institute of Social Service (XISS), Ranchi (Dec 2022)
	Certificate in Principles & Practice of Social Work in Mental Health Rehabilitation – NIMHANS, Bangalore (Feb–May 2023)
	Multiple English Language Certifications (Intermediate to Upper-Intermediate) – British Council, New Delhi (2023–2024)
	Computational Fluid Dynamics & Open-Source Field Operation – IIT Bombay (Jan 2023)
	Artificial Intelligence for Healthcare Technology and Management – IIT Patna (Dec 2022)

	These combined linguistic, analytical, and technical skills allow him to design, implement, and evaluate multi-faceted social interventions, spanning youth empowerment, public health, and educational initiatives. His proficiency ensures that evidence-based policy recommendations, community development programs, and international research collaborations are both data-driven and contextually sensitive, maximizing impact across diverse communities.
	Meeting with Professor  Catherine Snow, Harvard University,  Boston (2025).
	University of Pennsylvania, Campus (2024).
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	IMPACT & ACHIEVEMENTS –  IMPACT ACROSS 10+ COUNTRIES; AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS
	Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s leadership and developmental engagements have generated measurable impact across 10+ countries, including India, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam, Nepal, Bangladesh, Kenya, and the United Kingdom. His initiatives have directly benefited over one million individuals across rural, urban, and tribal communities. By focusing on education, women’s empowerment, digital literacy, skill development, and public health, he has enabled sustainable social advancement, ensuring that communities are active participants in their own development rather than passive beneficiaries.
	Degree Award received by  Shri Kiren Rijiju, Youth Minister,  Government of India, Chennai (2020).

	Through Youthology International and allied collaborations, Mr. Singh has mentored over 3,000 youth globally, facilitated 5,000+ rural digital literacy trainees, and coordinated vaccination awareness programs reaching 2.5 million individuals during the COVID-19 pandemic. His efforts have empowered thousands of women and young people with entrepreneurship training and economic resilience skills, fostering community-led transformation across Asia and Africa. His contributions have received extensive recognition from governments, academic institutions, and international organizations.
	Received the National Pride Award from  Shri Mahavir Kaushik (IAS),  District Commissioner, Panchkula in (2022)

	Notable distinctions include the International Young Social Worker Award – Cambodia (2019), Young Achiever Award – Vietnam (2019), International Social Work Trainer Award – Myanmar (2020), International Youth Worker Award – Myanmar (2020), International Youth Award – Myanmar (2020), International Social Service Award – Laos (2020), Certificate of Appreciation – ISAP Foundation, Jharkhand, India (2022), National Pride Award – Top 50 Youth Workers in India (2022), and Certificate of Appreciation – Department of Health & Family Welfare, Government of Odisha (2023). These honors affirm his sustained commitment to impactful social service and community development, further amplified by recognition from Rotary International, Bharatiya Yuva Shakti Trust, and the Indian Red Cross Society.
	Outstanding Contribution Award for COVID-19 Vaccination under the  USAID Project in Jharkhand (2022)
	Appreciation Certificate from Dr. Bijaya Kumar Panigrahy, Director of Family Welfare,  Government of Odisha (2023)
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	LICENSES & CERTIFICATIONS –  INTERNATIONAL & ACADEMIC RECOGNITIONS; BRITISH COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT; SOCIAL WORK & POLICY
	Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh holds an extensive portfolio of academic, professional, and international certifications, reflecting his commitment to continuous learning, interdisciplinary excellence, and evidence-based practice. His credentials span social policy, public health, research methodology, youth development, and leadership, underscoring his holistic approach to social transformation.
	Meeting with Ira Singhal (IAS),  All India Topper of  CSE 2014 and Assistant Collector,  Government of Delhi, at New Delhi (2021).
	Internationally, his academic credentials have been verified by the World Education Services (WES), Canada, ensuring global recognition of his qualifications. He has also received British Council certifications across multiple levels of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) from Intermediate to Upper-Intermediate proficiency (2019–2024), highlighting his dedication to advancing linguistic competence and cross-cultural communication skills.
	In the domain of social work and policy, Mr. Singh has earned several specialized certifications from premier national institutions, including:
	Research Methodology and SPSS for Social Sciences – Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development (RGNIYD), Sriperumbudur  (2018)
	Certificate in Disaster Risk Reduction & Management for Sustainable Development – National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM), Government of India (2021)
	Youth Leadership for Social Change – Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai (2021)
	Social Entrepreneurship and Innovation for Sustainable Futures—World Governance Expedition Fellowship, Europe (2020)
	UNGA80 @UNFPA, New York City  (2025)
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	LICENSES & CERTIFICATIONS –  INTERNATIONAL & ACADEMIC RECOGNITIONS; BRITISH COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT; SOCIAL WORK & POLICY
	Further enhancing his technical acumen, he holds certifications in Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) from IIT Bombay (2023), Artificial Intelligence for Healthcare Technology and Management from IIT Patna (2022), and Business Analytics in Management and Social Sciences from Xavier Institute of Social Service (XISS), Ranchi (2022). These interdisciplinary qualifications reflect his ability to bridge social science insights with technological innovation and data analytics.
	Meeting with Dr. Jata Shankar Choudhary (IAS),  Divisional Commissioner, Palamu (2022).
	Meeting with Shri Ananya Mittal (IAS),  District Magistrate, West Singhbhum (2022).
	Meeting with  Shri Naman Priyesh Lakra (IAS),  Deputy Commissioner, Giridih (2022).
	Mr. Singh further demonstrates his commitment to academic leadership and professional development through his membership in recognized professional associations, including the Indian Society of Professional Social Work (ISPSW), Rotary International, and the Bharatiya Yuva Shakti Trust (BYST).
	His continued engagement in advanced training programs and verified international credentials position him as a globally competent social work professional capable of integrating research, policy, and practice to achieve sustainable and inclusive development outcomes.


	VOLUNTEERING & SOCIAL SERVICE –  COMMUNITY-BASED INITIATIVES AND MENTORSHIP
	Community service has been an integral part of Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s academic and professional ethos. His voluntary engagement began with the National Service Scheme (NSS), where he participated in Swachh Bharat Pakhwada (2018), rural sanitation campaigns, and community awareness drives on education, health, and environment. His creative advocacy for social unity was recognized through Second Prize awards in Street Theatre and Poem Writing during the Communal Harmony Campaign and Flag Day (2017) at RGNIYD, symbolizing his commitment to fostering peace and inclusion through art and dialogue. Complementing this, he engaged in Community Health and Social Sensitization Programmes in Udaipur (2018) and Matram’18 Rural Camp (Kancheepuram, 2018), cultivating a participatory model for grassroots development.
	A strong advocate for humanitarian causes, Mr. Singh has actively volunteered with the Indian Red Cross Society, contributing to blood donation campaigns across India from Sadar Hospital, Bihar (2016, 2017), to Rajasthan State Blood Transfusion Council, Jaipur (2018), and AIIMS, New Delhi (2021). His proactive engagement during the pandemic, notably through the COVID-19 Awareness and Prevention Pledge (2020) with the Sai Kripa Social Welfare Society, reflected his unwavering dedication to public health and social welfare. Parallelly, his contributions within Rotary International have focused on education, women’s empowerment, health awareness, and youth development, embodying the Rotary ethos of “Service Above Self” and promoting equitable community growth.
	Meeting with Dr. Bukka Oraon,  Civil Surgeon, West Singhbhum (2022)
	Meeting with Dr. Anil Kumar,  Civil Surgeon, Koderma (2022)

	Meeting with Dr. Abhay Bhushan Prasad, Civil Surgeon, Bokaro (2022)
	COVID-19 Awareness Rath inaugurated by the Bokaro Civil Surgeon (2022)
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	VOLUNTEERING & SOCIAL SERVICE –  COMMUNITY-BASED INITIATIVES AND MENTORSHIP
	Mr. Singh’s leadership extends to his mentorship role with the Bharatiya Yuva Shakti Trust (BYST), an initiative of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), where he supports young entrepreneurs in building business acumen, securing financial literacy, and achieving sustainable livelihoods. His mentorship has empowered first-generation entrepreneurs from underprivileged backgrounds to initiate micro-enterprises and social start-ups, contributing to inclusive economic growth.
	Meeting with Civil Surgeon, Giridih  (2022)

	Additionally, through national-level youth initiatives such as NYKS Leadership Training (2016) and Life Skills Workshops (RGNIYD, 2019), he continues to shape emerging youth leaders. Guided by the philosophy that leadership is service in action, Mr. Singh’s volunteering journey integrates compassion with strategic vision, fostering community resilience, participatory development, and long-term social transformation.
	With Ajit Kumar, NYKS, District Youth Officer at Palamu (2022)
	SDG Goal-focused  Youth Development Program, Mumbai (2019)
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	EDUCATION FOR CHANGE / POLICY AND PRACTICE –  BRIDGING RESEARCH, POLICY & DEVELOPMENT
	Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s professional journey represents a powerful synthesis of research, policy, and development practice, advancing education as a transformative force for inclusive and sustainable change. His multidisciplinary engagements across public health, youth empowerment, mental health, and social innovation demonstrate his commitment to integrating academic rigor with actionable field strategies. Through his research internship at the Penn Institute for Urban Research (University of Pennsylvania) and his global policy engagements, has contributed to advancing international dialogues on youth leadership, digital education, and equity in learning opportunities. His ability to connect local realities with global frameworks highlights how evidence-based research can effectively guide participatory governance and education reforms. These experiences have enabled him to design research-informed interventions that address systemic barriers, empower youth voices, and foster inclusive learning ecosystems across diverse socio-economic contexts.
	AI and Education Conference at  Harvard University (2025).
	Visitor fellow at MIT, Boston (2025)
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	EDUCATION FOR CHANGE / POLICY AND PRACTICE –  BRIDGING RESEARCH, POLICY & DEVELOPMENT
	As a policy researcher and practitioner, Mr. Singh has developed and implemented education-based programs that blend community engagement, leadership training, and participatory research methods. He has conducted workshops, policy consultations, and capacity-building sessions that emphasize grassroots empowerment, gender sensitivity, and mental health integration.
	Honored to have met  Dr. Halla Holmarsdottir President of CIES   in Chicago (2025)
	His initiatives across Asia, Africa, and Europe illustrate a strong belief in community participation, data-informed governance, and cross-sectoral collaboration, ensuring that education policy is both inclusive and contextually relevant. By aligning academic insight with development practice, Mr. Singh has positioned himself as a catalyst for social transformation, demonstrating how education anchored in ethical research and informed policymaking can serve as a foundation for equitable progress and sustainable development.


	Harvard Kennedy School,  Boston (2025)

	GRASSROOTS TO GLOBAL –  GLOBAL ENGAGEMENTS & COLLABORATIVE IMPACT
	NYKS Voter awareness rally in the presence of  Dr. Deepak Anand (IAS),  District Magistrate, Saran (2015)
	Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s professional journey reflects a seamless bridge between grassroots realities and global leadership,
	embodying his belief that sustainable change must be both locally rooted and globally relevant. Beginning his work at the community level through initiatives in public health, youth empowerment, and digital inclusion, he has implemented projects addressing education access, gender equity, and socio-economic development across multiple Indian states.
	His leadership extended to partnerships with organizations such as Kismat Trust, Plan International, and Rotary International, where he led interventions in digital literacy, women’s entrepreneurship, and large-scale immunization campaigns, directly benefiting thousands in rural India. These experiences established his foundation for translating local challenges into global policy discourse and contributed to his evolving vision of evidence-based, community-led development.
	Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh, State Manager, Brief with USAID India delegation, Primal Foundation , Jhpiego and M-RITE team of JSI. 2022

	Building upon his grassroots experience, Mr. Singh’s global engagements span over 10 countries across Asia, Africa, and Europe, amplifying his impact through academic collaborations, policy dialogues, and fellowships. As a Graduate Fellow at Perry World House and Research Intern at the Penn Institute for Urban Research, he contributed to urban policy, youth leadership frameworks, and inclusive development strategies. His participation in the 12th International Youth Conference (IYC12) during the UNGA80 High-Level Week in New York City (2025) stands as a key milestone where he engaged with global policymakers, UN officials, and youth leaders, including Konstantinos Papadakis (UN DESA), to advocate for digital equity, sustainable education, and youth participation in policymaking. Through these engagements, Mr. Singh has championed a model of development that integrates grassroots innovation with global collaboration, ensuring that the voices of marginalized communities shape the international development agenda. His trajectory from a first-generation learner in Bihar to a recognized global policy contributor at the University of Pennsylvania epitomizes the transformative potential of education, inclusion, and global citizenship.
	Met with Shri Anand Kumar,  Padma Shri Awardee, GOI ,  in New Jersey, USA (2025)
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	THE PENN EXPERIENCE –  ACADEMIC GROWTH AND GLOBAL LEARNING
	At the University of Pennsylvania (Penn GSE, USA), Mr. Singh has combined academic rigor with active engagement in student life, cultivating both intellectual and leadership growth. As an Admissions Ambassador, Student Mentor, and active member of the Graduate and Professional Student Assembly (GAPSA) Programming Committee, he has fostered cross-cultural collaboration, mentorship, and leadership development, supporting the integration and success of international students. Through these roles, he has also contributed to organizing workshops, panel discussions, and networking initiatives that encourage peer learning, advocacy, and inclusive participation.
	Mr. Singh’s Penn experience extends beyond campus engagement into global learning and research dissemination. He has presented papers at prestigious conferences such as CIES 2025 in Chicago, the Ethnography in Education Research Forum 2026, and Teachers College, Columbia University, addressing topics including digital literacy for rural youth, educational innovation, and youth empowerment in marginalized communities. In parallel, he has participated in high-level international events, including the 12th International Youth Conference during UNGA80, ASEAN SDGs Side Event, and Scaling What Works: Equalizing Opportunities for Women and Girls, engaging with policymakers, UN officials, and youth leaders to translate research insights into actionable social solutions. These experiences have reinforced his capacity to integrate academic knowledge, evidence-based research, and practical interventions, enabling him to design inclusive, scalable, and globally informed strategies that address complex societal challenges.
	Meeting with  Professor Fernando Reimers,  Harvard University
	IEDP 2024 Cohort,  University of Pennsylvania,  USA
	With Eric Garcetti,  United States Ambassador to India,  2024.
	With Konstantinos Papadakis,  Principal Social Affairs Officer, UN DESA, New York City (2025).
	78th India’s Independence Day Celebration in  Philadelphia, hosted by the Consul General of India, New York 2024


	THE GLOBAL EXPERIENCE— TRANSFORMING  YOUTH FUTURES ACROSS THE WORLD
	Bangkok, Thailand
	Phnom Penh-Cambodia
	Yangon- Myanmar
	Niraj has substantial international development experience, with a strong focus on education across South and Southeast Asia. Under the mentorship of Dr. Rambabu Botcha, Professor at RGNIYD and senior official in the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India, he collaborated with universities, NGOs, and government partners in Bangladesh, Cambodia, Laos, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam to advance equitable learning opportunities for marginalized youth. His work focused on improving access to education, strengthening life skills, and supporting community-based development initiatives.
	Dallas, USA
	Vientiane-Laos
	Through school visits, community engagement, and field-based research including direct interactions with students, teachers, and youth practitioners in Dhaka, Niraj contributed to interventions addressing learning gaps, dropout challenges, and digital literacy needs. His initiatives have reached nearly 10,000 young people and supported education re-enrolment and leadership development, while also enabling resource mobilization for schools, such as raising USD 5,000 for education support in Vietnam
	Kuala Lumpur - Malaysia
	Dakahh University Bangladesh
	Hanoi-Vietnam
	Jafana, Srilanka

	RECOGNITIONS AND REFLECTIONS –
	HONORS, TESTIMONIALS & MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
	RECOGNITIONS AND REFLECTIONS –
	HONORS, TESTIMONIALS & MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
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	From Bihar to the Ivy League
	2023
	2025
	2024
	Graduate Student Leader & Global Scholar
	Started M.S.Ed in International Education
	Diploma in Youth Leadership (TISS)
	Began Master of Science in Education (M.S.Ed.) – International Educational Development at the University of Pennsylvania, USA.
	Completed Diploma in Youth Leadership for Social Change at Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai.


	2018-2020
	2020
	2021
	2022
	Founded Youthology
	Founded Youthology International, a youth-led platform for leadership, education, and empowerment.


	2019
	Abroad Visit
	Research & Capacity Building at IIFT
	Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT) on research and capacity-building projects.


	2018
	Abroad Visit
	ICSSR Research Assistant Role
	Worked as Research Assistant on projects funded by the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR).


	2018
	Youth Conclave / Sri Lanka
	Serving as a Graduate Student Leader at Penn GSE. Presenting research at CIES (Chicago), Columbia University, and Harvard University, while expanding global youth networks. for this give me simple headings oneline

	Intl Representation

	2019
	MSW AWARDED
	Sri Lanka – international internship on child development and social inclusion.
	Awarded Master of Social Work (MSW) degree by Hon’ble Union Minister of Youth Affairs & Sports, Shri Kiren Rijiju.
	Stage where we focus on a process of research, analysis, study of the market and the target audience.
	Began international visits as part of youth and development programs.


	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	B.Sc Earned
	Youth Initiatives
	NYKS Coordinator
	Youth Corps
	MSW Enrollment

	2012
	2011
	2010
	2009
	2008
	Youth Outreach
	NSS Begin
	Inter Science
	Community Work
	Beginning
	Completed Intermediate Education (12th Grade) with a focus on science.
	Began volunteering with the National Service Scheme (NSS).
	Engaged in grassroots youth empowerment programs in rural Bihar.
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	Ongoing Projects Led by Niraj Kumar Singh
	Equity Pathsala
	Providing free education to underprivileged children across Bihar, Jharkhand, and Odisha.

	ONGOING PROJECTS
	Offering undergraduate and graduate students hands-on experience in rural governance and community engagement.
	Social Internship Program
	Promoting education, health awareness, and gender equality through local workshops.

	Women and Girls Empowerment Project
	Guiding high school students through career planning and leadership development.

	Youth Mentorship Initiative
	Elderly Care and Wellness Program
	Supporting senior citizens through nutritional aid, social support, and youth-led volunteer training.
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	CONCLUSION
	Mr. Niraj Kumar Singh’s journey exemplifies the convergence of visionary leadership, academic excellence, and unwavering commitment to social transformation. From grassroots community initiatives in Bihar and across rural India to global engagements at premier institutions and international forums, he has consistently translated knowledge into measurable impact. His efforts in youth empowerment, education, women’s economic advancement, public health, and digital literacy have directly benefited over one million individuals, fostering sustainable and inclusive development across Asia, Africa, and Europe.
	A first-generation international scholar, Mr. Singh has leveraged academic platforms at the University of Pennsylvania, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, and Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development to merge research with practice, contributing to evidence-based policy, social innovation, and community-driven solutions. His entrepreneurial ventures, notably Youthology International, alongside mentorship programs, workshops, and global fellowships, reflect a commitment to cultivating leadership, resilience, and innovation among youth worldwide.
	Recognized with numerous national and international awards from the International Young Social Worker Award in Cambodia to the National Pride Award in India Mr. Singh embodies the principles of inclusive leadership, civic responsibility, and global citizenship. Media features and scholarly presentations further underscore his influence as a changemaker bridging research, policy, and action.
	This compilation of achievements, experiences, and reflections captures not only a remarkable individual journey but also a model for how dedication, collaboration, and innovation can create lasting social impact. Mr. Singh’s story inspires emerging leaders to envision a world where education, empowerment, and equity drive transformative change for communities everywhere.

	IMPACT IN FRAMES
	Admission Ambassador at Pennsylvania
	Proud moment  for me to participate in  team of Shree Kiran Rijiju Minister and  Ministry of Youth affairs team
	Training for  Kids for Life Skills Education ,  how to apply this indaily life
	Awareness Program in Northeast India
	Organizing Social Work Camp in  Laos
	Organizing COVID-19 Awareness campaign in  Malaysia, with the help of kids.
	Organizing a Social Work camp  in Myanmar
	Organizing College level Youth Activities

	IMPACT IN FRAMES
	Organizing the  Community Meeting in Vietnam
	Capacity Building Program for  Truckers
	Fundraising event in  Govt schools in Vietnam are taking the session for soft skills development
	Covid-19 Vaccination camp at  Rangareddy District
	Learning & Experiences Meeting at Ranchi, Jharkhand
	Meeting with APMDC officials
	Youth Empowerment Training  igniting potential, inspiring change
	Organizing Public & Govt. authority  Role in Community in Cambodia Country LONG  with the USAID team and the Local Administration department

	IMPACT IN FRAMES
	Review cum Experiences Meeting Kendujhar, Odisha
	Swachh Bharat Pakhwada activities. Organised by NSS UNIT of RGNIYD
	Awareness Program in Northeast India
	Multi-Specialty Health Camp at Sangareddy
	Meeting with the Director of  Vishnu Textile
	Capacity Building Training at Yangon
	Water Treatment Plant  Visited at Tiruppur

	IMPACT IN FRAMES
	Capacity Building training for Youth  at Thailand
	Awareness Program in Vietnam
	Meeting with the Indian High Commissioner  at Yangon, Myanmar
	Received Appreciation Award  by CIRDAP, DG, Bangladesh
	Youth Development Training in Cambodia
	Youth Development Training at Laos

	IMPACT IN FRAMES
	Appreciation Received at the Government School  in Kanchipuram District
	Award Distribution
	Actively participated in a plastic-free campaign in Sri Lanka, organised by Colombo University, Srilanka
	Capacity Building Training
	Blood Donation camp at Udaipur, Rajasthan
	Community Awareness at Almora District

	IMPACT IN FRAMES
	Personality development session in  Govt. high school
	Organizing a physical training camp for youth truckers
	Health Awareness campaign for youth truck drivers. The participant is from a different part of India.
	Social Work Award Ceremony
	Organizing a Sports awareness campaign in the rural community
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	IMPACT IN FRAMES
	Environmental awareness  Program for school students
	Tree Plantation Drive in the  Slum community
	Counselling Session
	Physical training for Truckers
	Street Play for Awareness
	A lecture on “Role of youth in global development at  Thammasat University, Thailand

	IMPACT IN FRAMES
	Actively participated in a seminar on the youth role for economic growth at Dhaka University, Bangladesh
	Ssocial work camp in the civil war victim community  in Jaffna, Sri Lanka.
	At CIES 2025
	Neighborhood Youth Parliament
	Youth Development Training
	Awareness Program with Students
	Organizing a Tree-planting campaign  with youth's future of the Nation
	Children's Day Celebration

	THE NETWORK BEHIND THE JOURNEY
	THE NETWORK BEHIND THE JOURNEY
	THE NETWORK BEHIND THE JOURNEY
	THE NETWORK BEHIND THE JOURNEY
	A JOURNEY OF GRATITUDE
	Thanking the Global Community Behind My Penn Journey
	THE PROMISE THAT GUIDES MY PATH
	In August 2008, I stood in my village in Saran, Bihar, surrounded by children and youth from communities affected by left-wing extremism. That day, while conducting an education awareness session, I made a promise: “My whole life is dedicated to you.” That moment became the foundation of my journey as a young learner inspired by the hopes of others, determined to turn those dreams into reality. Nearly a decade later, in August 2025, I find myself at the University of Pennsylvania, USA, pursuing my master’s in education.
	The road from rural Bihar to an Ivy League institution has been filled with challenges, financial struggles, long nights of uncertainty, and countless sacrifices. Yet every step has strengthened my conviction that education is the most powerful tool for change. I aim to ensure that every child in Bihar and beyond has access to quality education, reflecting the essence of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal for Quality Education. The learning and global exposure I am receiving here are not for personal success alone but to build pathways for children who still wait for their chance to learn, dream, and rise.
	This journey is not mine alone; it belongs to every child in Bihar who dares to dream beyond barriers. To my professors, advisor, mentors, the UPenn community, and the 150+ individuals who stood by me through the hardest times, I express my deepest gratitude. Your faith has been my strength and guiding light. As I move forward, I humbly seek the blessings and support of all well-wishers, mentors, and kind-hearted individuals who believe in the transformative power of education. Your encouragement will help me keep the promise I made years ago to give back, to serve, and to create opportunities for others like me.


	-Niraj Kumar Singh
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